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• Navigation

• Flood-damage reduction

• Affordable and reliable electricity

• Water quality

• Water supply

• Recreational opportunities

Reservoir operating objectives
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Annual reservoir operating cycle

January 1 Reservoirs are drawn to their lowest level to get 
ready for flood-producing storms.

June 1 The spring fill, which typically begins in
mid-March, is complete; and reservoirs are 
allowed to fill to their highest level.  If water is 
limited, releases are restricted to the amount of 
water needed to meet reservoir-specific and 
system-flow requirements.

Labor Day Drawdown restrictions are lifted.  Water is 
released, as needed, to meet power demands
and provide other benefits.



Tennessee River System
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Rainfall/runoff (eastern Valley), CY 2007

Rainfall:  33.1 inches, 16.9 inches below normal, or 66 percent of normal.

Runoff:  12.5 inches, 10.4 inches below normal, or 54 percent of normal.
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7

A look back at the 2007 drought

• Navigation

• Flood-damage reduction

• Affordable and reliable electricity

• Water quality

• Water supply

• Recreational opportunities
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Lessons learned

• Communications

– Weekly drought updates
– Meetings with marina operators and other reservoir 

users
– Biweekly teleconferences

• Reservoir balancing
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Reservoir balancing, 2004-2007

FLOOD GUIDE
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Reservoir balancing, 2008 

Flood guide
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Current reservoir system status, CY to date

• Precipitation (above Chattanooga):
– Rainfall:  88 percent of normal
– Runoff:  53 percent of normal

• Reservoir elevations:
– Nine tributary reservoirs are currently at or above winter 

target elevations:  Fontana, Douglas, Cherokee, Norris, 
Hiwassee, Nottely, Chatuge, Blue Ridge, and Tims Ford

– Main-river reservoirs are within their normal operating 
zones 

• Hydroelectric generation:  49 percent of normal







14

For the latest information:  www.TVA.com

• Current reservoir elevations

• Reservoir operating guides

• Release schedules

• Monitoring results

• TVA River Neighbors newsletter


