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NEPA Process:
Overview

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 is the basic national charter for protection of 
the environment

Declares a national policy to encourage productive harmony between man and theDeclares a national policy to encourage productive harmony between man and the 
environment
Applies to all Federal Agencies
Requires Agencies to evaluate environmental impacts of their proposed actions and involve the q g p p p
public in these evaluations

TVA is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement for the 
N t l R Pl

Major elements include:
― Public Scoping

Natural Resource Plan

Public Scoping
― Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
― Public Review and Comment Period
― Final Environmental Impact Statement and Comment Responses― Final Environmental Impact Statement and Comment Responses
― Record of Decision
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NEPA Process:
Environmental Impact Statement Milestones

TVA has four major milestones associated with the Natural Resource Plan Environmental 
Impact Statement 

S f S fPublic Scoping Draft EIS

Final EIS

Record of Decision
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NEPA Process:
Public Scoping

TVA conducted two scoping opportunities on the project

Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) scoping

— Public scoping for the Natural Resource Plan began as part of the IRP project on June 
15, 2009, with the publication of the Notice of Intent in the Federal Register

— At the close of IRP public scoping period on August 14, 2009, a total of 609 comments 
pertaining to stewardship had been submittedpertaining to stewardship had been submitted

Natural Resource Plan scoping

— Following the decision to separate the IRP and Natural Resource Plan, TVA announced 
an additional 30-day public comment period for the NRP beginning October 2, 2009  

— Letters were mailed to 127 contacts at 86 agencies across the Valley states

P id d i t ti t f TVA’ W b it— Provided an interactive comment form on TVA’s Web site

— Received 76 additional comments on the Natural Resource Plan 

A total of 685 comments were received during both scoping opportunities
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NEPA Process:
Public Scoping

The Natural Resource Plan Scoping Report was published in August 2010

Top 10 Issue Categories and Number of Comments

19Water Quality

Top 10 Issue Categories and Number of Comments

22

21

21

Visual Resources

Public Lands and Stewardship

Public Involvement

29

25

Fiscal Impacts of Plan

NEPA & Alternatives

78

44

Wildlife Conservation

Oppose Development

226

95

Recreation

Multipurpose Development
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NEPA Process:
Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

Based on the input from public scoping and 
scenario planning, the draft EIS evaluates a “multi-
lane highway” by presenting multiple alternatives

Building a “Multi-lane 
High a ” of Fle ibilitlane highway  by presenting multiple alternatives

The bounds of the alternatives include all program 
options at minimum and maximum levels of effort

Highway” of Flexibility

Breadth of 
resource

The preferred alternative includes a mix of 
program options reflecting the results of scenario 
planning along with additional programs 

Starting 
Point

resource 
options 
considered 
in NRP

p g g p g
encompassing TVA’s strategic priorities 

Time

Program 
Option A

Program 
Option B Custodial 
Program 
Option C

Program 
Option D

P

Bound

Flagship 
Bound

Scenario Planning and 
TVA’s strategic priorities

Preferred 
Alternative
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NEPA Process:
Draft Environmental Impact Statement Public Input

Several public input opportunities will be provided for 
the draft Environmental Impact Statement 

— A minimum 45 day public comment period
— Public meetings located across the Valley

• Huntsville, Alabama
• Bowling Green, Kentucky
• Memphis area
• Knoxville and Nashville, Tennessee  

— An interactive comment form on TVA’s website:  
www.tva.gov/environment/reports/nrp

Press releases will be distributed to media outlets 
across the Valley

Notifications will be sent to:Notifications will be sent to:
— All agencies that were identified during the 

scoping period or provided scoping comments 
— All individuals and stakeholder groups that 
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d dua s a d sta e o de g oups t at
provided scoping comments  



NEPA Process:
Final Environmental Impact Statement 

The final EIS will be developed with additional input 
including:  

— Public comment statistics
— Public comments organized by issue category 
— Responses to comments developed by TVA staff and 

published in the final EISpublished in the final EIS

Alternatives may be revised based on public comments
E i t l ld b difi d t— Environmental consequences would be modified to 
reflect any revised alternatives

Once completed a Notice of Availability published in theOnce completed, a Notice of Availability published in the 
Federal Register

— All agencies and stakeholders that provided 
comments will be notified

— Press releases will be issued
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NEPA Process:
Record of Decision

A Record of Decision is a concise document that typically 
includes the following pieces of information:

The TVA Board decisionThe TVA Board decision 

Description of the alternatives being considered

Identification of the environmentally preferable alternative

Listing of measures taken to mitigate or minimize adverse 
environmental impacts

Listing of associated monitoring, reporting, and 
administrative requirementsadministrative requirements

The Record of Decision will be:

P bli h d i th F d l R i tPublished in the Federal Register

Placed on TVA’s Web site: 
www.tva.gov/environment/reports/nrp
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