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Wendy Askins 
Upper Cumberland Development District 
Cookeville, Tennessee 
Comment: 
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Michael Atchison 
Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development 
Nashville, Tennessee 
Comment: 

“I prefer alternative 2, the action alternative. Thanks.” 
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Lee A. Barclay 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Cookeville, Tennessee 
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Barclay – page 2 
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LeBron and Keeble Bell 
Cookeville, Tennessee 
Comment: 

“   We are very concerned about the proposed TVA transmission line in Putnam 
County.  Is there really a need for this transmission line?  We are also very 
worried about the environmental impact this will have on our community. 

Sincerely, 
LeBron and Keeble Bell” 

Janice Blaylock 
Cookeville, Tennessee 
Comment: 

“My father owns a large piece of the land that the proposed transmission line will 
cross.  The need for this line has not been demonstrated and a full NEPA study 
is needed.  My father is elderly and has a pace maker.  He has suffered great 
stress over this proposed line on the property that he has farmed for over 53 
years.  Please do what you can to prevent this. 

Janice Blaylock” 

William P. Bonner 
Cookeville, Tennessee 
Comment: 

“I write in reference to your environmental assessment for the proposed power 
line to serve Algood, TN. 

I have read your assessment and what can I say. You indicate that all federal 
and State regulations will be followed. I could not ask more. I agree with you 
regarding some environmentally sensitive areas and the desire to preserve them 
and limit environmental damage to all areas. I regret that some areas that are 
not regarded as environmentally sensitive will be disturbed. 

My primary concern is the effect the line will have on property owners along the 
way. Surely there should be a more desirable route but that is not in your area of 
responsibility. 

As stated earlier, what can I say. The path has been chosen based upon a 
number of considerations and apparently the line will be constructed. Please use 
all deliberate efforts to minimize damage. 

William P. Bonner” 

Harold Boswell 
Monterey, Tennessee 
Comment: 

       “I disagree with this project for several reasons. The primary reason being 
that there has been inadequate justification shown as to the need for this 
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project, and it has the appearance that it will not now be necessary. Plans for a 
400 unit apartment in Algood that was shown as a reason have been 
discontinued and with the current economic conditions, specificly in the housing 
market, it is highly unlikly that there will be any large increase for demand in 
power for residential or indusrial uses. UCEMC will actually lose 1200 customers 
in one area annexed by Cookeville.  The three industries that were shown as 
additional reasons were based on outdated information. The Chamber of 
Commerce in Putnam County has said that they have no knowledge of any new 
industries locating in Algood. Landowners whose land is to be taken via eminent 
domain laws have not been given proper access to the information providing 
justification for this line. TVA's position that there they have no authority to 
release UCEMC's data supporting the need is not a reasonable position. In the 
procedings by TVA to condemn the land I was given 20 days to raise any 
objections before the land was taken. This motion was filed July 6, 2007. I was 
then sent a letter on the 13 of July signed by a federal judge giving TVA 
possesion. This was only 8 days.                                                There appears to 
be a rush to push this project thru with only a limited environmental analysis. 
Reading the draft EA makes it clear that a full National Environmental Impact 
Analysis needs to be completed. 

Harold Boswell” 

Janice Boswell 
Monterey, Tennessee 
Comment: 

“I am opposed to the building of this Project based on the lack of coherent data 
justifying a need. During a meeting at Buck Mountain on Jan. 8, 2007, the 
landowners discussed the fact that the four future power demand sources were 
based on information that is not current or is inaccurate. The TVA representative 
at the meeting responded by saying the real reason for this line was to take load 
off of the West Cookeville substation. In that discussion, it was also unclear if 
the South Cookeville Substation fed from the West Cookeville substation  or just 
from the same source as the West Cookeville substation. The South Cookeville 
substation would supply some of the power to the area which is being annexed 
by the city of Cookeville thus taking load from the Algood substation.  This all 
needs to be cleared up before a final decision is made.  It does appear that the 
public has been misinformed as to the real reasons behind the need for this 
power line.  With all the confusion about the line really being needed, and 
UCEMC's refusal to release all pertinent information by , I feel that my land is 
being taken away without documented justification presented to me. 
      I also protest the timing and the rush of the draft EA.  In that document, 
many of the protected plants and animals were not observed because it was not 
the season for them to be discovered.  A complete National Enviromental Impact 
Analysis should be required and would be more valid if done in the correct 
season. 

Janice Boswell” 
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J. Mark Cantrell 
Alliance for Native American Indian Rights 
Franklin, Tennessee 
Comment: 
 
 

Alliance for Native American Indian Rights of  Tennessee 

 

 
January 14, 2008 

Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 

To Whom It May Concern, 

SUBJECT: BUCK MOUNTAIN 

The Alliance for Native American Indian Rights of  Tennessee is a 20 year old, grass-roots, not-for-profit 
organization that is dedicated to preserving and protecting Native American burial, sacred and culturally 
significant sites. 

Upon learning of  the TVA’s plans to run a transmission line across Buck Mountain, we felt it imperative 
to formally write to you our objections.  Buck Mountain certainly falls within our area of  interest and 
must be preserved.  A transmission line across this area will impact significant archeological sites that will 
scientifically prove the existence of  early Native American habitation in the Cumberland Plateau area.  In 
addition, this project has the potential to endanger rare wildlife and destroy underground streams that 
supply water to larger water sources in and around the Cookeville and Algood areas. 

We urge you to rethink the placement of  this transmission line and respectfully request that you take time 
to perform additional research.  To destroy such a historically significant area would be a catastrophic loss 
of  Tennessee history, not to mention the further destruction of  habitat to endangered species and natural 
resources.  Overall, in a day when we as a society have tried to better ourselves through education, we 
should carefully weigh our options when making such a broad impact on our surroundings. 

Sincerely, 

 
J. Mark Cantrell, Vice President 
Alliance for Native American Indian Rights of  Tennessee 

adc 
cc: Buck Mountain Community Organization 
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Gary Davis, Esq. 
Attorney for the Buck Mountain Community Organization 
Hot Springs, North Carolina 
Comment: 
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