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The top photograph was a critically eroded shoreline that contained archaeological deposits. The
bottom photograph shows the same area with riprap stabilization to protect the shoreline and
archaeological deposits.
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This series of photographs show the steps of
a shoreline stabilization project on Chatuge
Reservoir. The project included three types of
shoreline stabilization. First, hard armoring
or riprap was installed. Next, bioengineered
stabilization with coconut fiber rolls was
installed above the riprap. Last, native
vegetation was planted behind the coconut
fiber rolls.

The bottom left photograph captures the
project’s success.
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General Information

TVA defines dispersed recreation as opportunities that are passive and unconfined occurring on TVA
managed lands not associated with developed recreation facilities. TVA manages approximately
229,000 acres of public lands for sensitive resource and natural resource management. Dispersed
recreation can also occur on these lands. Some popular dispersed recreation activities that occur on
TVA lands are hunting, bank fishing, primitive camping, geo-caching, bird watching, wildlife
observation, walking, picnicking, hiking, mountain biking, caving, and blue-ways. As more people
move into the Tennessee River Valley, the demand for lands to facilitate these activities grows. As
these lands receive more use, the impact on TVA managed public lands becomes greater, and a
sound management policy concerning these impacts is essential. A goal of the Natural Resource Plan
is to provide management options for recreation, natural resource management, reservoir lands
planning and water resources.

Project Challenges and Successes

TVA has collected data on dispersed recreation impacts on 762 sites, and has estimated that this
number is a small fraction of what exists on TVA managed public lands. As an effort to reduce user
impacts on public lands, TVA has become an agency partner with Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor
Ethics (LNT). LNT principles strive to educate the public on how to recreate in a more sustainable
manner and reduce their overall impact to public lands. In addition, TVA is developing a web site to
facilitate the LNT message, communicate the locations of TVA managed public lands, and to educate
the public on the rules and regulations of use. TVA has also taken active management action on 2
heavily impacted dispersed recreation areas in an effort to reduce further impacts and enhance the
dispersed recreation experience. Some of these actions include: hardening of sites, re-vegetation,
establishment of fire rings in appropriate places, lantern hangers, informational and LNT signage.

Other Important Facts
TVA is actively seeking partners to assist with spreading the LNT message as well as other
management oversight on heavily used dispersed areas.
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The top photograph is an example of a heavily used dispersed recreation site. The bottom photograph
is an example of a mitigated dispersed recreation site.
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Information taken from Tennessee State Parks: http://www.tennessee.gov/environment/parks/FortLoudoun/

Tellico Blockhouse

The Tellico Blockhouse was a United States fortification used officially from 1794 through 1807. The
site functioned in some smaller capacity through December 1811. The Tellico Blockhouse served as a
check against white encroachment as those of European decent were required to have written passes
from the commander of the Blockhouse before entering deeper into Cherokee land. This site was also
home to the Tellico Factory, part of Henry Knox’s civilizing policy and its aim of teaching modern
methods of agriculture and industry to the American Indian.

As a trading post, the Tellico Blockhouse offered trade items for hides. Furs and hides were the
primary currency that the Cherokee could barter with. Through years of such trade, the fur-bearing
animals of the region were decimated. This trade had an economic and environmental impact on the
area. The Tellico Factory offered a solution when spinning wheels, cotton seed, looms, and training
were brought to the Cherokee at the Tellico Blockhouse. Much of the Little Tennessee River Valley
was planted in cotton. This new commodity took some of the stress off of fur bearing animals and
provided the Cherokee with a valued item of trade.

The Tellico Blockhouse was in use during a time when the future of the United States was uncertain.
Spain controlled the Mississippi River, the port city of New Orleans, and had built a fort where Memphis
now stands. At times, Spain and the United States seemed close to war. The young U.S. Army had
suffered devastating losses at the hands of American Indian confederations. The United States could
not face both American Indian and Spanish forces. Through establishments such as the Tellico
Blockhouse better relations were fostered between the U.S. and many American Indian cultures. The
Cherokee people and the U.S. citizens could remember recent atrocities. This garrison of American
soldiers was a symbol of military power but also of the government’s intent to keep order. No longer
would roaming militias and bands of Cherokee repay violence for violence. Negotiations would take
the place of violence. Much of what is now known as Tennessee was signed over by the Cherokee at
the Blockhouse.

By 1807, few Cherokee remained in the Little Tennessee River Valley. The Blockhouse was no longer
a convenient place for them to meet. The garrison was relocated down along the Hiwassee where
many of the Cherokee had moved. A few soldiers did remain at the Blockhouse through December
1811 but official functions were taking place elsewhere.

Today the Tellico Blockhouse is in a state of stabilized ruin. Visitors can walk the ground once walked
by the Cherokee, soldiers, and agents of government. The site is part of Fort Loudoun State Historic
Area and is a day use area. This establishment, spurred by the governor of the Territory Southwest of
the River Ohio, is now overseen by the State of Tennessee.
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THE TELLICO BLOCKHQUSE
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The sketah, based upsn existing reaords, depicts the Tellico Blockhouse as it might have appeared in 1778,
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Sketches of Tellico Blockhouse. Information taken from Tennessee State Parks:
http://www.tennessee.gov/environment/parks/FortLoudoun/.
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Aerial view of Fort Loudoun State Park (top) and Tellico Blockhouse (bottom).

Tellico Blockhouse (40MR50): The site consists of an extensive Federal Period military and trade
complex underlain by evidence of aboriginal occupation during the Mississippian, Woodland, and
Archaic periods. The Tellico Blockhouse was established by William Blount in 1794. Three seasons of
excavations sponsored by TVA through UT have resulted in the near total excavation of the site.

Chota (40MR2)and Tanasi (40MR62): Are Cherokee Overhill villages that were listed on the National
Register in 1973. The sites are located 7 miles above the confluence of the Tellico and Little
Tennessee Rivers.
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General Information

Soon after Tellico Reservoir was inundated in November 1979, the Tennessee Wildlife Resources
Agency (TWRA) expressed interest in developing a Wildlife Management Area (WMA) and Waterfowl
Refuge on portions of the TVA retained lands and water area on the upper reaches of the reservoir.
Following negotiations with TVA Lands Management and Wildlife Resources Staff, approximately
5,000 acres of land and water area was placed under a license agreement with TWRA. This license
agreement allowed for the development and State proclamation of the Tellico Lake Wildlife
Management Area and Chota Waterfowl Refuge in 1985. The Chota area had been recognized by
TWRA and TVA waterfowl biologists as having great potential for the development of a waterfowl
refuge that would enhance habitat for migratory waterfowl in the East Tennessee Region. The Chota
area is locally known as Mayfield Bottoms.

Project Challenges and Successes

While the low-lying croplands in the Mayfield Bottoms area had always attracted some migratory
waterfowl, this use was inconsistent due to a lack of flooded food crops that waterfowl prefer for
feeding. This led TWRA and TVA biologists to begin exploring funding and additional partnership
opportunities for the development of a levee and water control system. These types of structures
would allow for seasonal inundation on low lying areas with planted food crops and natural moist soil
plants that provide high quality food resources for waterfowl. Ducks Unlimited, Inc., (DU) an
organization dedicated to the development of waterfowl habitat across the United States and Canada,
was contacted about the Chota Refuge Area potential habitat development project. In 1986, TWRA,
TVA and DU developed a three way work agreement that allowed for the construction of a levee and
water control structure. This project resulted in back flooding during the winter months of a an
approximate 100 acre sub impoundment creating ideal foraging habitat for waterfowl. During the first
over-wintering period of operation, approximately 5,000 migratory ducks and geese utilized the Chota
Refuge Unit as protected and secure foraging and roosting habitat.

Contributions by each Partner

The three way partnership among TVA, TWRA and DU, with the support of local sportsmen and wildlife
enthusiasts, was critical to the creation of the Chota Refuge Unit. TWRA continues to operate the
Refuge and the remainder of the Tellico Lake Wildlife Management Area with annual funding coming
primarily through the sale of hunting licenses and permits. Over the years, TVA has contributed
biologist staff time and materials, as available, on partnership projects with TWRA and Quail Unlimited
to enhance habitat for other wildlife guilds on the WMA.
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View of flooded portion of Chota Refuge which provides habitat for migratory and wintering waterfowl
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Views of flooded portions of Chota Refuge which provides foraging and loafing habitat for numerous
waterbird species including ducks, geese, herons, egrets and shorebirds.
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Upper photo: Flooded portion of Chota Refuge
Bottom photo: Tanasi Memorial
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