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Action plan

• Ensure the safety of the dam

• Complete an environmental impact statement 
(EIS) to evaluate alternatives for a long-term 
solution to leakage problem (August 2007)

• Implement EIS preferred alternative (September 
2007)
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Preferred alternative:  benefits

• Retains intended benefits of flood protection, water 
supply, recreation, and economic development

• Provides protection from probable maximum flood

• Stable if karst leak reappears

• Allows water releases to be managed to:
– Ensure appropriate seasonal minimum flows to support aquatic 

resources (including federally threatened or endangered 
species)

– Minimize the effects of high-flow velocities downstream of the 
dam
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Bear Creek Dam (preconstruction)
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Rendering of Bear Creek Dam after concrete 
berm is in place
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Construction timeline

• 2007:
– September:  site mobilization
– October:  begin excavation

• 2008:
– January:  begin dewatering system installation
– February:  completion of sluice channel bridge; foundation 

treatment begins
– November:  construction of concrete berm

• 2009: 
– June:  project completion
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Phase 1 excavation
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Major rock feature in Phase 1
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Bottom of major feature
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Rock surface preparation
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Dental concrete placed in first feature
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Track our progress

www.tva.gov/river/bearcreek.htm


