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Public Health Assessment

 Two primary objectives:

— To evaluate whether people in the community
have contacted in the past, are contacting, or will
contact in the future chemicals in the
environment.

— To determine whether human contact with the
chemicals might result in iliness or other harmful
health effects.

* A public health assessment does not evaluate
individual health problems.



Data Used

= TVA - Ash, Air, Water

= EPA — Ash, Air, Water

= TDEC - Ash, Soil, Air, Water



Conclusions

16 Conclusions

* Important routes of potential exposure

— Drinking water
* Has met drinking water standards consistently
— Air
* Met NAAQS and metals comparison values through
mid-September
* TDH has been in constant contact with TDEC about this.



Public Health Assessment Process

1. Initial Release for fact checking

2. a. Public Comment Release to make it better

b. Outside Peer Review to make sure it is
scientifically rigorous

3. Final Release



Initial Release
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Public Comment Release

Public Health
Assessment

December 9, 2009
Contains:

— Background

— Lots of Data

— Discussion

— 16 Conclusions

Comment deadline March 9,
2010

On our website:
— health.state.tn.us/coalashspill.htm



For Residents

For Visitors
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For Individuals
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Related Topics
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+ About the Department of
Health

Coal Ash Spill

Draft Public Health Assessment for Public Comment

The Tennessee Department of Health's Environmental
Epidemiology Program, under a cooperative agreement
with the federal Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry (ATSOR), has completed a draft

Public Health

Assessment Public Health Assessment (PHA) for the TVA Kingston
coal ash release and now is accepting public
| Pustc commentRoeme | comments through March 9, 2010.

EOAL ASH RELEASE 4-page fact sheet summary
Tid SWAN POND ROAD
FIARRIMAN, ROANE COUNTY, TENYESSEE

Complete draft Public Health Assessment
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For questions and clarification, please call us at 615-
T41-7247 or toll-free 1-800-404-3006 from 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. CT. All comments about the draft Fublic
Health Assessment need to be submitted in writing.
You can send comments by e-mail to

EEP Health@tn.gov or write to:
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Environmental Epidemiology Program
Tennessee Department of Health

1st Floor Cordell Hull Building

425 ath Avenue Morth

Mashwille TH 37243
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Initial release of the public health assessment
occurred on October 30, 2009, when the Environmental

Epidemiclogy Program provided the draft to : ATSDR Public Health
government agencies that provided environmental T Assessment
sampling data related to the coal ash spill. The U.S. for

Enviranmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 4, the
Tennessee Department of Environment and
Conservation (TDEC), as well as the Tennesses Valley
Authority (TVA), all received the draft at the same

Initial Release of the Public Health Assessment
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Next Steps

Gather community comments
External Peer Review comments
Incorporate comments

Release the Final report

Continue to review all future data



Submit Your Comments

Comments must be submitted in writing

Comment period ends March 9, 2010
E-mail:
EEP.Health@tn.gov
Postal mail:
Tennessee Dept of Health
1st Floor Cordell Hulls CEDS

401 5th Avenue North
Nashville TN 37243



