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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

PROPOSED PICKWICK PINES MARINA INC.
YELLOW CREEK EMBAYMENT AT MILE 448.4R ON THE TENNESSEE-TOMBIGBEE
WATERWAY, PICKWICK RESERVOIR
TISHOMINGO COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

Pickwick Pines Marina Inc. proposes to construct a commercial marina on the Yellow
Creek Embayment of Pickwick Reservoir. Marina facilities include 228 boat slips, fuel
dock, pump-out facility, riprap, retaining wall, boat ramp, bulkhead, dry storage building
and dock, and a dolphin. Pickwick Pines Marina also proposes to dredge about 3,000
cubic yards to better accommodate the marina facilities. These facilities require
approval by the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) under Section 26a of the TVA Act.

The proposed marina would be part of a commercial recreation resort to be developed
on TVA land. In 2001 TVA granted a commercial recreation easement for the 31-acre
resort site to Tishomingo County Development Foundation, and the Foundation has
subsequently leased the site to Pickwick Pines Marina. TVA assessed the impacts of
granting the easement in an Environmental Assessment (EA) and Finding of No
Significant Impact issued in 2000. These documents, as well as the easement
document, specify that all site development plans are subject to TVA approval.

Due to changes in the site development plan, TVA has prepared a supplemental EA of
the potential impacts of the proposed Pickwick Pines Marina and this review is
incorporated by reference. This EA supplements the 2000 EA on the commercial
recreation easement. Because the proposed Pickwick Pines Marina development also
requires permits from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) under Section 10 of
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, the USACE
was a cooperating agency in the preparation of the supplemental EA. The supplemental
EA evaluates the proposed action (the Build Marina Alternative), and the No Action
Alternative, in which TVA would deny the request for the Section 26a permit and the
marina facilities would not be developed.

TVA and USACE issued two joint public notices about the Pickwick Pines Marina
proposal. The agencies received many public and agency comments on the public
notices. In response to comments on the first notice, the applicant revised the proposal
to address many of the concerns, especially those about navigation, safety, and boating
congestion. The revised proposal, described in the second public notice, is the Build
Marina Alternative evaluated in the supplemental EA. TVA also released a draft of the
supplemental EA for public and agency review. The numerous comments received
during this review are addressed in the final supplemental EA.

The EA concludes that there would be no effects on threatened or endangered species,
wetlands, natural and managed areas, or cultural resources. The marina development
would have insignificant impacts on air quality, water quality, fauna and flora, aquatic life,
floodplains and flood control, visual resources, and ambient noise. The marina
development, while increasing recreation opportunities, would result in an increase in



boat traffic. A detailed boating capacity study showed that the change in boating
congestion and associated boating safety would be insignificant. The impacts of the
increase in traffic on local roads would also be insignificant. Socioeconomic impacts
would generally be beneficial.

The EA of this proposed action concludes that approval of the Section 26a permit and
subsequent marina development would not result in significant adverse impact upon the
environment. This conclusion is based on the implementation of the routine and special
permit conditions listed in Chapter 6 of the EA; most of these special conditions were
listed as commitments in the 2000 EA and have been incorporated into the applicant’s
proposal. This conclusion is also based on implementation of the following additional
commitments and mitigation measures:

1. The applicant will incorporate an acceptable method of wave attenuation in the
marina design.

2. The applicant will dispose of spoil material on land above the 419.6-foot contour and
make every precaution to prevent the reentry of the spoil material into the reservoir.

Environmental Stewardship and Policy has determined that the preparation of an
Environmental Impact Statement is not required.
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