
Message from the CEO
Those of us who live in the Tennessee Valley appreciate the remarkable and 
picturesque natural resources of our region. Yet, how often do we consider the 
value they bring to our everyday existence?

Public waterways and lands, which TVA is entrusted to manage, are vital to 
the quality of our lives. We all know water is essential for living, but it is also 
critical to generating the electricity that powers our homes, businesses and 
industries at a low cost. 

In addition to the benefit of clean water, public shoreline and reservoir, river and stream access are 
central to many forms of recreation we enjoy in the Tennessee Valley, from boating and paddling 
to hiking and fishing. These activities, in turn, draw tourists whose recreation spending fuels local 
economies and creates jobs in large and small communities. 

Industries are also attracted to the Tennessee Valley by the low-cost electricity, available land and 
access to a navigable river system. Companies can find the property, power and supplies they need 
to manufacture items to ship across the globe. This commerce occurs here, and employs tens of 
thousands of people here, in part because TVA properly manages the region’s natural resources 
and public lands. 

Just as TVA mapped out its future power generation in its recent Integrated Resource Plan, 
our agency has now developed a 20-year plan for natural resource management and ongoing 
stewardship activities. 

The Natural Resource Plan creates a sound framework for balancing land use, human activity and 
conservation in order to achieve the greatest public benefit from our natural resources. It focuses 
on providing recreational opportunities; prompting economic growth; protecting sensitive cultural 
resources, habitat and wildlife species; and promoting water quality. 

Because stewardship is a shared responsibility, the plan identifies new partnership opportunities, 
including continuing to work with distributors of TVA-generated power. The plan also creates 
avenues for greater public involvement such as volunteerism, and environmental education and 
outreach. 

Natural resource management may not be the first thing on your mind while camping along 
Kentucky, Wilson, Chickamauga, Melton Hill or Fontana reservoirs, or floating down the Tennessee, 
Clinch, Hiwassee, Ocoee, Duck or Toccoa rivers. But every day TVA is focused on protecting and 
enhancing these waters and surrounding public lands. 

TVA presents this Natural Resource Plan because our mission focuses on responsible stewardship, 
alongside clean and reliable energy and sustainable economic development. We hope this 
document helps you understand how all these TVA initiatives tie together for the betterment and 
enjoyment of life in the Tennessee Valley. 

Tom Kilgore
President and CEO
Tennessee Valley Authority
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Reader’s Guide

Executive Summary
The executive summary is an abridged version 
of the NRP, highlighting key goals of the plan, a 
history of environmental stewardship spending, an 
implementation outline with performance measures, 
and a discussion on benefits and risks. 

Chapter 1 – Introduction
The introduction gives an overview of TVA’s natural 
resources management history, objectives and 
programs. It also provides an overview of the NRP 
including its scope, how it was developed, and a 
discussion of natural resource management benefits.

Chapter 2 – NRP Road Map for Success
The road map for success outlines the NRP’s three-
phase implementation approach. It also discusses 
funding the plan, what success will look like, and the 
risks associated with not implementing the plan. 

Chapters 3-8 – Resource Area Chapters
Each resource area has a dedicated chapter that 
presents TVA’s strategy for how it will meet future 
stewardship responsibilities. These chapters include a 
brief history, a stated goal, expected outcomes and an 
implementation strategy for each resource area. This 
helps to present a high-level picture of current and 
future resource management efforts before getting into 
the details of each related program. Each resource 
area program included in the preferred alternative is 
then presented according to the following structure:1

Program Name
Provides a brief description of the program, defining 
it in a broad overview rather than through specific 
activities. It also identifies (if applicable) how 
programs align across resource areas. For instance, 

if a program within cultural resources management 
will have residual benefits or consequences for a 
program in another resource area (e.g., biological), 
this is specifically identified. The purpose is to define 
these alignments at the program level, as compared 
to the resource area level as identified in Chapter 2. 

Scope: Refers to the applicable geographic area 
of this program. Examples include TVA reservoir 
lands, the Tennessee River watershed, or all TVA 
recreation areas. 

TVA Span of Control: Refers to the degree of control 
TVA has over the resource(s) associated with the 
program. Examples include direct control (e.g., TVA 
forest lands), partial control (TVA has some control 
but often works in partnership or within a third-party 
agreement), and no control (e.g., enforcement of 
water quality standards). 

Current Activities: Outlines current activities 
associated with the program. This level of effort 
matches Alternative A of the EIS. 

NRP Activities: Provides a list of activities that 
TVA will implement over the 20-year NRP span. 
Collectively, all of the NRP activities presented in 
this document represent the preferred alternative 
(Alternative D) in the environmental impact statement.

Expected Benefits: Outlines unique, program-
specific benefits of implementing the above NRP 
activities. These supplement the overall natural 
resources management benefits discussed in 
Chapter 1 and offer a brief discussion of why TVA is 
implementing each program. 

The Natural Resource Plan (NRP) offers a broad range of programs to be used 
during the implementation of TVA’s natural resources road map over the next  
20 years. This reader’s guide offers an overview of the NRP’s structure, helping to 
provide clear direction to different areas of information within the document. 

1	 Chapter 7 – Reservoir Lands Planning follows a different structure, given that the resource area is not programmatic in nature.
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