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Muscle Shoals Reservation Redevelopment

Factor Least Capacity to Absorb Change Greatest Capacity to Absorb Change
Slope Steep Level

Unstable geology Stable geology
Vegetation Sparse cover Dense cover

Low cover, grasses and shrubs Tall cover, trees

Few species, little or no pattern Multiple species, diverse pattern
Landforms Simple shape Diverse shapes, heavily dissected
Soils Easily eroded Erosion resistant

Poor; slow re-vegetation ~Rich; fast re-vegetation
Shoreline Simple line, little or no interruption multiple interruptions, diverse features
Color Narrow range of indigenous colors Broad range of indigenous colors

Desired Landscape Character

Scenic attractiveness and the existing level of scenic integrity serve as the foundation for selecting
the preferred landscape character. Lake adjacency and ecosystem trends should be considered
along with the historic visual character to help any changes be more complete, attractive, and
sustainable. Several types of landscape character and the related long range objectives for scenic
integrity are described below.

Natural Evolving landscape character expressing the natural change in ecological features and
processes with very limited human intervention.

Natural Appearing landscape character that expresses predominantly natural qualities but includes
minor human interaction along with cultural features and processes that are relatively unobtrusive.

Pastoral landscape character expressing dominant human developed pasture, range, and
meadow, along with associated structures, reflecting historic land uses, values, and lifestyles.

Rural landscape character that expresses sparse but dominant human residential and recreational
development, along with associated structures and roadways that reflect current lifestyles.

Urban landscape character expressing concentrations of human activity in the form of commercial,
residential, cultural, and transportation, facilities, along with supporting infrastructure.

Visual Management Objectives

Based on the scenic value class, management objectives may be developed to accomplish or
maintain the visual character desired for each area.

Preservation:
Areas classified Excellent, and managed for a natural evolving landscape character. Only very low
impact recreational and scientific activities are allowed, and no facilities are permitted.

Retention:

Areas classified Good, and managed for a natural appearing landscape character. Permitted
activity or minor development should repeat the natural form, line, color, and texture of the area
and remain visually subordinate to the surrounding landscape. Changes in the size, intensity,
direction and pattern of activity should be unobtrusive and not readily evident.

Modification:

Areas classified Good or Fair, and managed for pastoral or rural landscape character. Permitted
activity and development may dominate the original character but should remain visually
compatible with the remaining natural landscape. Vegetation and landform alterations should
repeat the natural edges, forms, color, and texture of the surrounding area. The scale and
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character of structures, roads, and other features should borrow naturally established forms, lines,
lines, colors and patterns to provide the greatest possible visual harmony.

Maximum Modification:

Areas classified Fair or Poor, and managed for urban landscape character. Permitted activity and
development generally dominates the original visual character. Vegetation and landform
alterations should remain visually harmonious with the adjacent landscape. When seen In the
foreground and middleground, they may not fully borrow the surrounding natural forms, lines,
colors and textures. Likewise, development features seen from the same distances may be out of
scale and have significant details that are discordant with the natural landscape character. Overall
development should be directed toward achieving the greatest possible visual harmony.

Enhancement:

Any area classified less than Excellent, with a relatively short term management objective intended
to restore and/or improve the desired scenic quality. Rehabilitation activities may include
alteration, concealment, or removal of obtrusive and discordant elements. Enhancement activities
may include addition or modification of natural elements and man-made features to increase the
variety and attractiveness of spaces, edges, forms, colors, textures, and patterns.
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