APPENDIX E

Final Agency and Public Comments

File No. 2002-00017

Laurel Marina and Yacht Club, Inc.

South Fork Holston River Mile 56.5, Sullivan County, TN |



Davis, Stanford E

To: Robbie_Sykes @fws.gov
Subject: RE: Laurel Marina Revised Mitigation Plan Layout and AlLternatives Analysis

————— Original Message-----

From: Robbie_Sykes@fws.gov [mailto:Robbie_Sykes@fws.gov]

Sent: Thursday, July 27, 2006 4:33 PM

To: Morris, Lisa R LRN

Cc: rob.todd@state.tn.us; Davis, Stanford E

Subject: Re: Laurel Marina Revised Mitigation Plan ILayout and ALternatives Analysis

Lisa

We have reviewed the alternatives analysis for the proposed Laurel Marina
and Yacht Club expansion project in Sullivan County, Tennessee. As you
know, our office is opposed to the placement of fill into public waters for
private development projects. Based on the above we continue to request
denial of the permit. We understand that the applicant currently has
harbor limits within this cove; however, we would rather see the expansion
take place at another location that would not adversely impact natural
resources to the point this project would.

Assuming this project does get permitted, we continue to request that the
fish structures be placed outside the proposed harbor limits. The TWRA has
offered their assistance, and should be involved in the placement of these
structures. They have also sent you a proposal that would help offset the
functions lost from the filling of the shallow-water habitat. Although the
amount of structures proposed by the TWRA may seem excessive, the materials
needed to make these structures are very inexpensive and easy to build and
install. Although, we feel that TWRA's proposal would help mitigate for
the lost shallow-water habitat functions, we continue to request denial of
the permit.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the subject alternatives
analysis. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions about
these comments.

Robbie

Subject Laurel Marina Revised Mitigation
Plan Layout and ALternatives
Analysis

In response to your comments to the two public notices for Laurel Marina,
the applicant provided an alternatives analysis. In addition, he modified
his mitigation plan to include benches and rocks clusters etc. both inside
of the marina with the majority on the outside (fish attractors). I would
also like to devise a monitoring condition for the mitigation plan.

Please review the attachments and provide your final comments to the PNs.
After receipt of your response, I will proceed with an EA and determination
on this permit request.

All of your comments will be included in the EA, (please email comments if
possible).

Thanks,

Lisa R. Morris, Project Manager
Nashville District Regulatory Branch
3701 Bell Road

Nashville, TN 37214

(615) 369-7504



Morris, Lisa R LRN

From: Rob Todd [Rob.Todd@state.tn.us]

Sent: Friday, July 21, 2006 12:28 PM

To: robbie_sykes@fws.gov; Morris, Lisa R LRN

Cc: Stanford E. Davis

Subject: Re: Laurel Marina Revised Mitigation Plan Layout andALternatives Analysis
Lisa

We continue to be of the opinion that mitigation should be required for the f£ill area and
the excavation area for impacts to shallow water habitat. Shallow water habitat provides
functions such as nursery and spawning areas for several fish species. We know the
excavation area is

3.66 acres but do not know the acreage that will be filled, only the cubic yards of
material. It has been our policy to view mitigation such as that proposed by the
applicant as enhancement since it neither restores or creates shallow water habitat but
enhances the functions of existing habitat. Therefore we recommend that the applicant
mitigates at a 4:1 ratio by acreage. Currently we recommend that 8 structures (spawning
benches or rock piles) would mitigate for 1/4 an acre of impact at a 4:1 ratio. So for
the known excavation area of 3.66 acres, we would recommend that the applicant construct
117 structures (3.66 acres of impact X 4 (4:1 ratio) X 8 structures = 117 structures),
such as spawning benches or boulder clusters. The same mitigation ratios should apply to
the fill area. The effectiveness of these structures in mitigating for the loss of
functions provided by shallow water habitat is greatly dependent upon the location,
substrate, and elevation in which these structures are placed. Therefore we request that
the applicant coordinate with our Regional fisheries and habitat personnel to insure that
these structures are placed in a location and manner that will be effective.

It appears that it is the position of the applicant that the area proposed for excavation
should not be considered an impact but should be considered as a mitigation area. In this
we do not agree. Currently there exists shallow water habitat in the area to be
excavated, with a sloping bank and gravel substrate. It is our concern that the substrate
in area after excavation will be mostly solid rock. The applicant maintains that in the
area proposed for excavation there is a "minimal solid rock hard pan" and that "Soil and
rock tests by a licensed engineering firm confirm this." The applicant maintains that
after excavation, the substrate will be similar to that currently found at that location.
In my comment letter to Carl Olsen, dated October 12, 2005, regarding this project I wrote
the following: "In a conversation on June 3, 2005 with Mr. Thomas, he stated that the
proposed excavation would not be to durable rock as stated in the notice but the substrate
would be similar to that which currently exists at the project area. I requested a
statement from his geologist stating that the excavation would not be to durable rock but
provide substrate similar in nature as that which currently exists at the project area. I
never received the requested statement from his geologist, ...". I still have not
received a report from the applicant's licensed engineering firm addressing by concern.

In my opinion this issue needs to be resolved prior to acceptance of the proposed
mitigation plan.

We are not opposed to the applicant constructing fish attactors but fish attactors only
concentrate fish but do not address the loss of functions, therefore the construction of
fish attactors should not be credited as mitigation.

As far a monitoring the success of the proposed mitigation measure, electrofishing of the
habitat structures would determine utilization by spawning adult fish, both female in egg
bearing condition and males guarding the nests from predators. Larval fish tows near the
structures could provide information on how the structures would enhance nursery
functions. In my opinion, three years of data, at a minimum, would probably be sufficient
to account for variability in this situation.

Robert M. Todd
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
Environmental Services Division



Ellington Agricultural Center

P.C. Box 40747

Nashville, TN 37204

Phone: 615-781-6572

Fax: 615-78B1-6667

E-mail address: Rob.Toddestate.tn.us

>»> "Morris, Lisa R LRN" <Lisa.R.Morris@lrn02.usace.army.mil> 07/20/06

2:01 PM »>>

In response to your comments to the two public notices for Laurel Marina, the applicant
provided an alternatives analysis. In addition, he modified his mitigation plan to
include benches and rocks clusters etc. both inside of the marina with the majority on the
outside (fish attractors). I would also like to devise a monitoring condition for the
mitigation plan.

Please review the attachments and provide your final comments to the PNs.
After receipt of your response, I will proceed with an EA and determination on this permit
request .

All of your commente will be included in the EA, {please email comments if possible)

Thanks,

Lisa R Morris, Project Manager
Nashville District Regulatory Branch
3701 Bell Road

Nashville TN 37214

(61%) 369-7504
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September 28, 2006 B .
Das. Type: |
Mr on ! g Index Feld:
r.Jon Loney i o Project Name: 1.2
Tennessee Valley Authority Projsct No.. %
400 W, Summit Hill Drive
Knoxvile, Tennesses 37902-140¢

RE: TVA, DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT, LAUREL MARINA/ |
S. FORK HOLSTON 58.6. UNINCORPORATED, SULLIVAN COUNTY,

Dear Mr. Loney:

Atyour request, our office has reviewed the above-referenced Draft E-nv%roamemgi

Assessment in accordance with regulations codified at 36 CFR 800 {Federal Register.

December 12, 2000, 77688-77738).

in the final environmental document please address the following comments: | )
1. Page 5 - Please change the dates listed as 2006 1o 20058, in accordance with

the previous correspondeance to which thay refer.

Please inform this office if this project is not funded or is canceied by the federal

agency. Questions and comments may be directed to Jennifer M. Barnett (815) 741-

1588, ext. 17.

Y our cooperation is appraciated.

Sincersiy,

Herbert L. Harper

Executive Director and

Deputy State Historic
Preservation Cfficer

HLHAmMD



October 9, 2006

Mr. Jon M. Loney
Senior Manager
NEPA Policy

Em’ifemmmml Stewardship and Policy Do, Typs
s Loy i
Tennessee Valley Authority NUeK Z*
Droigot Name
400 ‘\F est Summut Hill Drive T z:r I‘\‘i
EOIGOL N
Knoxvilie. TN 37902
Subject: Environmenta: Assessimment of Lauorel Marina and Yacht Club

South Fork Helston River Mile 56.6
Sullivan County, Tennessee

Dear Mr. Loney.

The First Tennessee Development District has reviewed the information on the subject

improvements to Lawre! Marina and Yacht Club, As a result of the review, it}

programs and objectives as of this date.

It our office can be of further assistance, please contact me.

Susan Reid
Executive Director

[22]
5o}

fias been
determined that the proposed project is tn accord with regional and local plans.
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STATE OF TENNESSEE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION

Division of Natural Heritage
14th Floor L&C Tower
401 Church Street
Nashville, Tennessee 37243-0447
Phone 615/5832-0431 Fax 615/532-0231

October 20, 2006

Jon Loney

Environmental Stewardship and Policy
Tennessee Valley Authority

400 West Summit Hill Drive
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Re: Laurel Marina (2002-000173 Draft Environmental Assessment Public Comment Period
Dear Mr. Loney:

The Division of Natural Areas has reviewed the draft environmental assessment provided by your office for the
proposed Laurel Marina and Yacht Club expansion on the South Holston Reservoir in Sullivan County, Tennessee.
The document indicates that the project will involve the addition of new boat slips through dredging and the
construction of a parking area through placement of the dredged fill material in a small cove,

The Division of Natural Areas {DNA) echoes the concerns of the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the Tennessee
Wildlife Resources Agency regarding the placement of fill in an aguatic habitat for private parking lot expansion. If
the project is constructed as planned, we also agree that the applicant should mitigate for the loss of aguatic habitat.
In considering the size of the new parking lot, the applicant anticipates an average of two vehicles per boat slip. The
Division of Natural Areas offers that the size of the proposed parking ot at peak capacity might further be reduced
by providing offsite parking for boat slip occupants who travel in more than one vehicle. Boat slip occupants with
muitipie vehicles could park additionat vehicles offsite and use a single vehicle as a shuttle back to the marina. This
arrangement may reduce or eliminate the amount of aquatic habitat proposed for filling.

Thank you for considering Tennessee's rare species and their habitats throughout the planning of this project. For
additional information regarding Tennessee's rare and endangered species, please visit our website at
hitp://www.state.tn.us/environment/na/, Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (613)
332-0440).

Sincerely.

Silas Mathes
Natural Heritage Data Manager



Davis, Stanford E

e

To: Morris, Lisa R LRN
Subject: RE: Laurel Marina Air Quality Statement from TDEC ~
{*—M\"\ ot \!i
b § .
et & LTy ] %({M&«g}
From: John Trimmer {mailto:John.Trimmer@state.tn.us]<y™ Vi 5 j ﬁ & .

Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2006 4:04 PM
To: Morrvis, Lisa R LRN

Ce: Greg Forte

Subiject: Re: Laurel Marina

Ms., Lisa Morris:

The Division of Air Pollution Control does not currently have
regulations specific to beat traffic emissions, Also, for ailr guality
modeling in non-attainment areas, the Division does not include boat
traffic emissions. Sullivan County is part of an early action compact
area with a deferred non-attainment classification for ozone. For
conformity purposes, the project should consider the possibility of the
genervation cof fuglitive emissions during the marina construction process
and adhere to the requirements of Chapter 8 of the Tennessee Airx
Pollution Control Regulations for the control of fugitive emissions.

If vou have additional guestions, please advise.
John Trimmer

™™N DAPC
615-532-0552




Tﬁ% United States Department of the Interior
U oS i FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
- 446 Neal Street

Coockevitle, TN 38501

November 15, 2006

Mr. Jon Loney

Manager, NEPA Administration
Tennessee Valley Authority
Environmental Policy and Planning
400 West Summit Hill Drive
Knoxville, Tennessee  37902-1499

Re: FWS#06-13i7
Dear Mr. Loney:

Thank vou for your letter and enclosures of September 20, 2006, concerning the draft
environmental assessment (EA) of the tmpacts of the proposed Laurel Marina and Yacht Club
expansion project on South Holston Lake in Sullivan County, Tennessee. The draft EA states
that the proposal would involve the construction of covered boat ships, excavation, development
£11, and the expansicn of authorized harbor limits on the South Fork Holston River at River Mile
56.5, right bank. The covered boat slips would accommodate 213 pleasure boats, 66 large house
boats, and 14 small house boats. In order to accommodate parking at the new facilities, the
applicant proposes to place approximately 58,284 cubic yards of fill material below the Normal
Summer Pool elevation of 1729 feet above mean sea fevel. The fill material would be obtained
from excavation conducted at three areas within the harbor limits. The applicani proposes to
mitigate the loss of public resources {filling of the inlet for a proposed parking lot) by creating
shallow-water habitat and constructing various types of fish habitat structurcs within these
shallow-water areas. Fish and Wildlife Service personnel have reviewed the information
submitted and we offer the following comments.

Endangered species collection records available to the Service do not indicate that federaily
listed or proposed endangered or threatened species occur within the impact area of the project.
We note, however, that collection records available to the Service may not be all-inclusive. Our
data basc is a compilation of collection records made available by various individuals and
resource agencies. This information is seldom based on comprechensive surveys of all potential
nabitat and thus does not necessarily provide conclusive evidence that protected species arc
present or absent at a specific locality. However, based on the best information available at this
time, we believe that the requirements of section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended, are fulfilled. Obligations under section 7 of the Act must be reconsidered if (1) new
information reveals impacts of the proposed action that may affect listed species or critical



habitat in a manner not previously considered, (2) the proposed action is subsequently modified
to include activities which were not considered during this consultation, or (3) new gpecies are

listed or critical habitat designated that might be aftected by the proposed action.

The draft EA does not appear to convey a specific conclusion reached by the Tenncssee Valley
Authority (TVA) regarding potential impacts to fish and wildlife resources as required by the
National Environmental Policy Act. We believe that a project requiring fill to be placed ina
public lake for a parking facility would likely result in adverse impacts to fish and wildlife
resources. We continue to have the same concerns as expressed in our two previous comment
letters for Corps of Engineers/TVA Public Notices 05-14 and 05-73. We remain very concerned
regarding the precedence that the proposal of filling lakes (public resources) to obtain land for
private development purposcs would set if permitted. As stated 1n our previous comment letters,
if this project is permitted, we foresee future applicants that would desire o place marinas in
areas that are not suitable, and who would demand to be held to the same standards. Therefore,
our agency continues to oppose the issuance of permits for the project.

These constitute the comments of the U.S. Department of the Interior in accordance with
provisions of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 US.C.66l et
seq.) and the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). Please
contact Robbie Sykes (telephone 031/528-6481, ext. 209) of my staff if you have questions
regarding the information provided in this letter.

Sincerely,

FolllGadi

Lee A, Barclay, Ph.D.
Field Supervisor

XC Rob Todd, TWRA, Nashville, TN

Wms, COE, Nashville, TN
gy Shute, TVA, Knoxville, ™



Davis, Stanford E

To: Patrick, Anne W

Subject: RE: Laurel Marina Draft Environmental Assessment
From: Patrick, Anne W

Sent: Friday, September 22, 2006 4:43 PM

To:

Subject: Laurel Marina Draft Environmental Assessment

Good afternoon,

The Draft Environmental Assessment for Laurel Marina and Yacht Club may be found at the link below.
Please return any environmental comments in writing by October 20, 2006. Comments will be accepted by
email or through the postal service. Thank you and have a wonderful weekend!

www.tva.gov/environment/reports/laurelmarina

Anne W. Patrick
Holston-Cherokee-Douglas
Watershed Team

423-467-3809



Ms. Patrick;

Having been raised in the rural area around South Holston, | have been able
to enjoy the lake for as long as | can remember. Today, | enjoy taking my
own children fishing on the same banks where | spent many happy childhood
hours. What | love most about Scuth Hoiston is the clean water. The marinas
on the lake have been very mindful of protecting the environment, perhaps
none more so than Laurel Marina & Yacht Club.

f have read with interest the proposal for Laurel's expansion, and | fee!

that it will improve the fishing conditions on South Holston Lake for many
vears (o come. In addition to the slips, whose structures wilt produce shade
and aftract more fish, the plan includes the addition of fish atiractors and
an increase in shallow water fish habitats. Laurel Marina has never denied
access to their harbor limits to any fisherman, and | have no reason to
doubt that will change with the expansion.

t have walched the progress of Laurel Marina over the years and, in my
opinien, there is no finer maring in the region. Their growth has been
well-planned and sfficiently managed {o have the least environmental impact
on the lake, and in most cases, conditions are improved. With Laure! Marina
leading the expansion efforts on Scuth Holston Lake, we can all rest easy
knowing that it will be carried forth o the letter of the law.

[ support the expansion of Laurel Marina, and | am confident we will all
derive the benefits from Mr. Thomas' careful planning.



Hallo, Ann,

I'd fike to follow up what P wrote in April in support of Laurel

Marina. Mast notably, | personally understand exactly the kind of
biological impact on the lake ecosystem and that it is in fact,

positive. It has been proven that Laurel Marina is a clean marina. it
nas been proven that the environmental impact of Laurel Marina's members
is negligible. Most of all, it has been proven that the new plan will

in fact *increase” the fishery habitat in the lake. Dale Thomas depends
on the lake's health for his business to thrive. If's in his

self-interest to ensure the best possibie practices occur on the lake
under his watch so that the South Holston lake maintains 143 health and
thrives into the future.

've spent a great many days and nights on South Holston and by no means
13 the lake overused. Al some point in the far future it may be

nacessary to cap activity, but the vast majority of the time there are

simply not that many people on the vast expanse of the lake.

As a Bristolian, | want the South Holstor Lake to be the crown jewet of
TVA attractions; | believe thal means appealing to wealthy
out-of-lowners at the same time as providing a quality recreation
rasource for locals while NEVER sacrificing environmental standards.

in this case, | feel the government has truly done it's job curing this
process to *verify® that Dale Thomas has achieved a plan that meets this
goal.

t support Laurel Marina's expansion and feel the plan that's on the
table now is well thought out and should be approved.

Below is what | wrote in April:

"I support Laurel Marina's bid for expansion of their harbor limits, |

ived on South Holston Lake for 3 vears and was delighted that the lake
was open to the public for recreationat use. | enjoyed swimming,
fishing, hiking, and boating. Being on that lake on a beauliful summer
day in the shadow of Holston Mountain should be experienced by
everyone. Thanks to the TVA, we have this wonderful place in our back
yard available to all of us. 1realize that the secret of South

Holston Lake is out and people of the Tri-Clies and beyond are
discovering this lake, 1 welcome them, because there is room 1o share
on South Holston Lake.

What concerns me the most about the fulure of South Holislon Lake is not
the presence of mors boats and people, but more of the wrong kind of
pecple. The kind of people that come to Laurel Marina care about the



snvironment. The kond of people that harbor at Laurel Marina care about
boating safety and responsible behavior. Dale Thomas and his guesis do a
great job of keeping the lake clean and preserving it's beauly. Since
people are learning about the lake, | would much rather they come o
Laurel Marina where there is a high standard of stewardship for the

lake. People who come to Laurel Marina aren't those who want 1o trash
the lake on a weekend and never come back... they are long-term
recreational enthusiasts who undersiand that the lake must be preserved
for the future.

| have reviewed all of the issues surrounding the first and second

expansion proposals. | am impressed that Dale Thomas has listened
carefully to public concarns and completely changed his proposat to mest
higher standards of environmental protection. Fundamentally, there is

more demand from boaters than there is room at Laure! Marina. ftis

perfectly reasonable to allow them to expand their operations (o
accommedate this demand. Since the new propoesal has theroughly answered
all legitimate concerns, | believe iU's approval is the next step to

oroperly accommodating the real demand from the public,

I would like to respond to some of the issues | have seen brought up
recently Dy the public in opposition to this expansion. If you actually
read Laurel Marina's in-depth information about the expansion on their
website, you will see that this expansion will create more fish habitat
than existed before. These habitals are available o the public - they

are not off limits at ail to anyone, You do not have o be g guest at
Laurel Marina to use the lake where Laurel Marina resides. Hyou
actually lock al the maps of the expansion, you will see that the new
harbor limits do nothing to reduce the size of the main channel of the
take where boaf fraffic flows. If you read the proposal, it is very

clear that Laurel Marina is doing everything within TVA and US Army Corp
of Engineer's very high standards to prevent any erosion during and

afler this project. This is being done the right way and for the right
reasons. Finaily, if this is not approved, this will be a lost

opportunity for the ecanomic development of Brisiol, Tennessee and deal
a blow to the general public's interest.”

Thank you,



Anm,

This communication concerns the proposad expansion of Laurel Marina located on South Holston
i.ake. | have had a banking relationship with the owner of the marina, Mr, Dalie Thomas, for
several years. During that ime | havs found Mr. Thomas to be honest and very asltentive to his
maring business. | have spoken with several of his tenants through the years and all conveyed o
me that thay are happy with the marina and because of the cleanliness and attention to detail will
rernain at the marina even if prices are higher than other competition. | encourage you to work
with Mr. Thomas in his planned expansion as it will offer the opportunily for mare families to enjoy
the beautiful ouldoors and from his past history | feel Mr. Thomas will continue to care for the
anvironment on South Holston Lake,

Sinceretly,



16th October, 2006

Ms. Ann Patrick

Tennessee Valley Authority

108 Tri-Cities Business Park Dr.
Gray, TN 37615

Dear Ms, Patrick:

L am writing this letter in follow-up to my previous emait {dated 12th
Aprii, 2006}, in support of Laurel Marina's plans to expand their
business on South Holston Lake.

Fam still firmiy behind Laurel Marina's plan {o expand their business
on the lake. Laurel Marina have demonstrated that they are a clean
marina, and that the environmental impact the marina and iis members
have on the lake is negligible. The marina’s expansion plan will not
negatively impact the lake; in fact, it should have a positive effect,
increasing fish habilat and helping o prevent erosion:

Having read the expansion plan, itis clear lo me that Dale Thomas has
out g lot of thought into what is best not only for his business, but

for South Helston Lake. Thomas cares about the lake, as well he
should. His business depends on the haalih of Scuth Holiston Lake - no
one wants to come to a lake that isn't beautiful and clean. Dale Thomas
and the Laure! Marina staff work hard fo help keep South Holston Lake
clean and healthy, and | believe they will continue {o do so in the fulure.

F hooe yvou will approve Laurel Marina's expansion plan, and allow Laurel
Marina to continue and expand upon their excellent record of
environmental stewardship on South Hoiston Lake.

Sincerely,



please place me in the "n favor™ category relative to the proposed project. there is no
question that additional space is needed and there is a great demand for the space. a few
more boats will not bother me or impact the environment negatively. Tharkyou.



Ms. Patrick,

H has come o my attention that Laurel Marina is nearing the end of the process
o allow for expansion of their marina.

Briefly, I would like you to know | support the proposed aclion to expand the
marina and hope you will consider my comments when determining final
aporoval.

it is my understanding the marina has operated in a responsible manner to work
with and make changes in the design {o address the concerns of the citizens and
agencies involved. As a person that uses TVA managed waterways for non
motorized recreation (primarily fishing and paddling) | remain in support of the
marina as an appropriate use of the impoundment and adjacent lands.

In addition, | believe the economic impact to the area is much more far reaching
than those immediately felt by dock and boat fees my making the Tri-Cities area
a more desirable place to live, work and play.

Thank you for your consideration,



Dear Anne,

P amn not opposed to Dale Thomas's marina development plan for South Haolston
Lake. | am a frequent summer boater and have kept my boat with Laural
Marina for the past 16 years. Over the years, Dale has transformed that
marina o a first class facility adding many needed services. would not

be on the lake except for the convenience and quality care Laural Marina
pravides. irust Dale to be a good steward of the lake and to provide

services that would increase the enjoyment of boating to others.

My family had a summer cottage on Lake Champlain and one of the major
attractions to Bristol was the vicinily and beauty of South Holston Laks.

I'm a ghysician and have practiced in Bristol for nearly 20 years. il's

safe to say | would nol have moved here without having access to this lake.
 suspect there are many cthers who feel the same way.

I trust TVA fo make the right decision in preserving the environmentat
heatlth of South Holston while allowing improvements o its recreational
aspects. Dale will do a good job with his new facility and it will allow

mora people 1o enioy and take an interest in preserving this local treasure.

Thanks,



Ms. Patrick, 1 am writing vou to support Dale Thomas and his efforts to
expand Laurel Marina. The criteria for approval should be based on need
and environmental grolection. As staled in my previous letter, (copy
attached), 1 believe that the Marnnas on South Holston Lake have worked
over the years to clean up the lake. Laurel Marina has been a ieader in
this effort and remains a good steward of the resource. | hope that

TVA, TWRA, and other agencies will addrass the issue of trash and human
waste contamination that comes from the boat ramps. Without trash
receptacies and toilets at these ramps the pristine beauty of our lake

will continue o be tarnished. If you want to see what | am talking

about, please visit the many islands and points on the lake that are

used for camping and as toilets.



Ms, Ann Patrick
TVA

Dear Ms, Patrick

Iam writing in support of Dale Thomas and Laurel Marina in his efforts to expand
his facility in South Holston lake. While no one wishes to have the lake overbuill,
the inevitable expansions are betler in the capable hands of Mr. Dale Thomas
and Laurel Marina, than left to others who may not be as responsible in their
development,

For vears, Mr. Thomas has operated a safe, clean facility, expanding as the
need grew for attractive facilities for storage and maintenance of boats on South
Holston Lake. He has also maintained & store and gas facilities for boaiers (o
use, and within the last few vears added musical entertainment and other
attractions for area citizens.

Lake residents, like us appreciale the responsible nature of Mr. Thomas'
expansions, noting that he always puts the environmental issues, TVA's
oriorities, and the lake residents and his customers' needs in the forefront of &l
his decisions.

We continue to support Laurel Marina in their ventures. Thank you for your time
and consideration of this issue.

Sincerely,



Ann,

My job requires that | call on marinas and boat dealers in Tennessse, Kentucky, and Virginia. Of
all the dealers | call on, Laurel Marinag is one of the best run and mainiained marinas in my
territory. Pve had the pleasure of dealing with Dale Thomas for the past seven years and have
found that he has a passion for maintaining his marina fo standards that are beyond reproach,

[ am supporting Dale's expansion and fesl that the expansion will enhance the use of South
Holston Lake. Ag an East Tennessee resident, | urge you to approve his expansion plan.



Wae are still in favor of the expansion of Laurel Marina. All our prior reasons are still our positton.




f am writing in support of the expansion of Laurel Marina in Bristol, TN,

Laurel Marina is a good steward of the fand and South Holston Lake. In addition,
Laurel Marina provides grealer access to our public waterway (South Holston
.ake) on both ils private land as well as the public shoreline it leases to serve the
increased demand for recreational use of our natural resources.

This preoject is in the best interests of the community and should be granted
approval.



Ms. Patrick;

I am writing to voice my support for the approval of the Laurel Marina
expansion. | have been fortunate to view the ongoing expansion efforts
from two unique vantage points. As a recreational boating enthusiast and
lake lover, 1 recognize just how fortunate we are to have such a

treasure as South Holston lake in our backyard. And, as someone who has
had the opportunity to work very closely for a number of years with Dale
Thomas and the entire staff at Laure! Marina & Yacht Club, there simply

is no denying that anyone whose business revolves around South Holston,
or any other lake, would be a focl nol {o preserve its integrity.

tmprovements in marina management practices in the past few years have
led to the improvement of water quality, and responsible boat cwners can
be entrusted to preserve the quality of the walerways from which they
derive such pleasure. Through his operationat practices, Dale Thomas has
demonstrated time and again his commitment as a steward of the
anvironment, and his willingness 1o adapt his expansion plan {o
accommaodate input from the public, and to work for the benefit of all

lake users.

b want to continue 1o be able {0 read a captivating novel in a seciuded
cove. | want my children and grandchildren to discover the beauty in the
reflection of fall leaves on the water. | wan! people from all over the
country to travel to these mouniains so they can be jealous of those of
us who call them home. | want more people to enjoy what we have, and
using the past as a predictor of the future, | want Dale Thomas and
Laurel Marina to guide that growih, and set the benchmark for excellence
on Bouth Holston Lake,

As you evaluate the Laurel Marina expansion plan based on the facls
prasentad in the expansion documents, | am confident you will reach the
same conciusion.

Sincerely,



Ms Falrick;

My parents owned and cperated Painter Creek Marina close o 30 years. Now my brother and
sistar-in-law, | |, owr and operate Painter Creek Marina on South Holslon Lake.
Through my knowledge of marina operation and my familiarity with South Holston Lake, | am
writing in support of the planned expansion at Laurel Marina & Yacht Club. My family enjoys a
close working retationship with Daie Thomas, and has aiready exprassed helr suppoit of the
project.

{ know first-hand the frustration my family feels when they are unable to provide a large
houseboal slip to a customer, More and more, people want the larger boats as they look for naw
ways to spend their leisure time, and there just currently is no place on the laka to keep them.
With the expansion offering slips for large houseboats at Laurel, all the other marinas will benefit
from gas and food sales.

| support everyene's right 1o enjoy the recreational treasure we have in South Hoiston Lake and
the surrounding area



Desy Ann Patrick,

Pwould fike 1o express my feelings on the Laurel Marina and Yacht Club proposed expansion.
The marinas on South Holslon Lake have reachad the point that none of us have the abilily t©
accommodate houseboats. The demand for mooring a houseboat has definttely surpassed the
supply. ! know that we have had twenty-five people on our waiting list for a houseboat slip for the
past five years. This doesn't include the ten psople we have to verbally reject on a monthly basis
hecause we do not have a slip for them, The last houseboat custemer that came to cur maring
was an the waiting list for saven years.

Laurel Marina is a welkbrespected marina in the industry and community. Anyone who has visited
this marina by land or water knows that it's a clean, well-kept business. This proposal wilt only
enhance South Hoiston Lake.

t am in support of bringing more lake snthusiasts to South Holston. Additional baaters not only
hefp every marina on this lake but it also helps any business in our area that lake enthusiasis
patronize, This includas movie theatres, area malis, convenience siores/gas stations, and
restaurants. Not to mention campgrounds and area property owners. A large percentage of
private property owners on South Holston were introducad to the area by boating and they ended
up purchasing property here becauss of that reason. Increased population also increases paid
nraperty taxes. |ncreased income from area businesses result in more taxes paid, which benefits
avary resident of Sulivan County, Th.

An excellent exampie of this is Bristol Motor Speedway, only on a larger scale. Every person that
comes to the spring and/or fall rece spends money here, which results in benefits to us all. Traffic
is increased during the race, more people are here but we all benefit from it. Granted BM8 is an
example on a much grander scale but itis still growth for our economy. Whather it's Laurel
Marina or BM3 t's an asset for us all.

Safety is an issue with any expansion project. TWRA does a fine job in patrolling South Holsion
Lake; however, every year boal traffic increases, Itis my opinion that TWRA should mandate to
increase officer patrois on our lake, With or without approval of Laurel's expansion we have a
great need for additional officers. As a maring operator we see how just the presence of TWRHA
officers increase safety.

We, as marinas are reguired by TVA and numerous other state and locat governing agencies 1o
adhere o very strict guidelines for anything we do. it doesn't stop once the permits are issued.
We, on a daily basis must keep our businegsses to these strict guidelines.

As | have expressed before our concern is that TVA, the Army Corp of Engineers, the U, 5.
Forestry Sarvice and all other nvelved agencies realize that Laurel Marina is not the oniy
oormmercial marina on South Holston Lake this is filled to capacity, Other marinas may currently
or in the near fulure have the nead for additional land and harbor space for expanding their
facilities in order to sccommodats the demand for mooring larger vessels. We are currently one
of those marinas.

Please feel free to call me should you want fo discuss this matter further.



Dear Annes;

For severzi years, 1 had the cpportunity to work with Dale Thomas as a partner of Graphic
Bliss Advertising. My support for the expansion of Laurel Marina & Yacht Club has never
wavered and continuas today. The process has been long and arduous as, time and again, |
have watchad Dale Thomas further refine the plans until any concerns from the public have
heen addressed. Although other versions of the plan were soundly within the guidelines of the
hest management practices of the govarning agencies, Dale has been more than willing to
mvest vears of time and monay to appease the vocal minority who bristle at the thought of
having to shere the beauty and resources of Scuth Holston lake at any cost.

Any issues opponents to the pian have raised have been proven to be sound processes in
accordance with environmental, geological and engineering experts.

Through my current position as Vice President-Operations for Starweod Preperties, T have
gained a new perspective of the vaiue of the Laurel Marina's expansion to attracting people
and income to the region. Starwood Properties specializes in developing commercial, retail and
highty amenitized residential communities, The residential communities are marketed
rationally in large, urban areas such as Washington, DC, Chicage, California and the Florida
coast. Residents of thase regions are consistently enthrailed by the beauty of Northeast
Tennessee, in particular, the mountains and the lakes. Lake front and lake access living are
increasingly becoming more and more popular with affluent, vibrant retirees from across the
country, and cur iakes are the amenity they desire the most, These individuals have largs
haomes, big boats and a higher than average discretionary income, and they want to be here,
even though they could choose o live anywhere in the world,

These are precisely the individuals who would purchase large housebeats for both recreation
and entertainment. And, naturally, they will require slips to moor those houseboats. Currently,
there are no such spaces available on South Holston Laka.

Opposition to the Lauret Marina & Yacht Club expansion is a prime example of how some local
residents would rather complain about our area's economy, rather than do something about .
The migration of retiress to cur area is fooming on the horizon, South Holsten i3 a prize for al
o enjoy, but i is also an amenity desired by many, Their arrivat will have an economic ripple
aeffect on the community whose waves will extend past the shorelines of South HMolston Lake,
We can embiracs and welcome this new grean industry, or we can say no thanks. There's
simply no room at the inn. '

¥

{ encourage th

e approval of the Laure! Marina expansion as an example of how governmant,
tourtsm and th

Ea
e private sector canr all be strong ambassadors for the bettarment of our region,



gter my wife and my support for Lauret Mara's proposal 1o expand iis facilines, After
carefil review of the pros and cons for the proposal, 1 have concluded that the pros Tar out weigl any cons.

I beliove that koth the environment and the greater Bristol community will benefit from the expansion.




To whom it may concer.

My name s | 1.1 Hive on South Molston lake at | T Bristol, TN, 37620
You may call me at | 1.

The marina expansion will serve a long due service to the boaters, fishermen. and all
other water sports entheusicsts in our region. Mr, [Jale Thomas has done a wonderful job
ad service to TVA and alf of us who use South Holston waters AND shores.

1 have lived on or near South Holston for 40 of my 61 years. 1 can tell you the Laurel
Maring and surounding avea have Nover been more well kept, clean and safe. The other
docks have greatly improved over the years but none touch Laurel for quality. T live just
up the cove from Painter Creek dock which is also a great dock except for all the so
called campers who leave their ofd and some run down Trailers ALL year and rum the
beauty and cleandiness of the area. Al the negative voices should piich in their energies
and clean up South Holston waters, shores and "camp grpunds 7 as Sullivan county is
now doing at Observation Knob and Mr. Thomas has done at Laurel Marina.

AT can say is, "Thank You TVA and Mr. Dale Thomas” for your hard work in giving
All of us who care for Our South Holston a much better plavground for our famifies to be
safer as we enjoy 8 much cleaner and improved Laure]l Marina complex for years mnto the
future.

Please call if vou need further comments rom me,



Patrick, Anne W

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

16th Octaber, 2005

Ms, Ann Patrick

Tennessee Valley Authority

106 Tri-Cities Business Park Dr.
Gray, TN 37615

Dear Ms. Patrick:

I'am writing this letter in follow-up to my previous emait (dated 12th
April, 2006), in support of Laurel Marina's plans to expand their
business on South Holsion Lake.

tam still firmly behind Laurel Marina’s plan to expand their business
onthe lake. Laurel Marina have demonstrated that they are a clean
marina, and that the environmental impact the marina and its members
have on the lake is negligible. The marina's expansion plan will not
negatively impact the lake; in fact, it should have a positive effect,
Increasing fish habitat and helping to prevent erosion.

Having read the expansion plan, it is clear to me that Dale Thomas has
put a lot of thought into what is best not anly for his business, but

for South Holston Lake. Thomas cares about the lake, as well he
should. His business depends on the health of South Holston Lake -- no
one wants to come to a lake that isn't beautiful and clean. Dale Thomas
and the Laurel Marina staff work hard to help keep South Holston Lake
clean and healthy, and | beligve they will continue to do so in the future.

i hope you will approve Laure! Marina's expansion plan, and allow Laurel
Marina to continue and expand upon their excellent record of
environmental stewardship on South Holston Lake.

Sincergly,



Oretober 20, 2006

Bis. Anne Patrick

Tennessee Valley Authority

FO6 Tl Cites Business Park Drive
Cirav, TN 37615-3407

Dear Anne;
RE: Laurel Marina & Yacht Clab Expansion

I am writing you today to give my full support of the Laurel Marina & Yacht Club
expansion.  Anne, 1 have lots of {irst hand knowledge of the lake m this area. [ have a
houseboat in Laurel Marina and my wile and | are there most days and most nights,

! believe there is 2 need for additional marina facihities on South Holston Lake. There are
others who would like 1o have a houseboat 0 a marina such as Lavrel Marina & Yacht
Club but these spaces are not available. Laurel iy well maintained, looks neat and 15
environmentally sound. This expansion is good for economic development in our arca.

The projected economic impact of this expansion s over $32 million to the region. The
improvements will make shallow water fishing even better.

The King's Cove expansion is not within sight of the channel under U8, 421 bridge or
the public boat ramps near the bridge,

{endorse Dale Thomas' efforts o expand Laurel Marina & Yachi Club on South Holston
Lake and o make the beauty of the lake available for more people 1o use.

Thank you for vour consideration



rage 1 o1 |

Sent:  Thursday, October 12, 2006 4:58 PM

To: Patrick, Anne W

Subject: Laurel Marina request
South Holston Lake is one of the most beautiful and well preserved areas in our part of the country. Qur nation seems 1o
have a mentality of growth and/or change is better. In this case, it may not be. Overuse spails the environment for alf of

us. if this request is approved, it just opens the door for more expansion again and again until no one can enjoy the lake,
even the people who can afford the big houseboats. Rebecca M. Watson, Bristol, TN

10/20/2006



Laurel Marina Draft Environmental Assessment Page 1 of 2

Davis, Stanford E

From: Davis, Stanford E

Sent: Tuesday, October 10, 2006 4:19 PM

To:

Cc: Patrick, Anne W; Fuhr, Susan B; Hallman, Rebecca L; Draper, Harold M; Rucker, Helen G; Mehta, Khurshid K;
Nicholson, Charles P

Subject: RE: Laurel Marina Draft Environmental Assessment

Thanks for your interests in the Laurel Marina expansion proposal. Initial scoping comments from November
2002 and Corps joint public notices in March and September 2005, as well as a Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conservation public hearing (also in September 2005), were considered while drafting the text
currently under further agency and public review. Additional comments on this draft environmental

assessment (DEA) received during the comment period will be considered in revisions to the draft text to produce
a final document. Please refer to Sections 2.0 and 5.1 of the DEA which has a detailed description of the public
involvement process, including issues raised, and consideration of comments. Also, see Appendix C.

Stan

Stanford E. Davis

Senior NEPA Specialist, NEPA Services
400 West Summit Hill Drive, WT 11D
Krioxville, Tennessee 37902

Phone: 865.632.2915

Fax: 865.632.3451

Email: sedavis2 @tva.gov

From:

Sent: Wednesday, October 04, 2006 12:39 PM

To: Patrick, Anne W

Subject: RE: Laurel Marina Draft Environmental Assessment

Ms. Patrick,

NEPA requires the agency to specifically address the public comments received during scoping. Please direct
me to the pages in the EA where public comments are specifically noted and responses are provided by TVA.

Thank you,

Good afternoon,

The Draft Environmental Assessment for Laurel Marina and Yacht Club may be found at the
link below. Please return any environmental comments in writing by October 20, 2006.
Comments will be accepted by email or through the postal service. Thank you and have a
wonderful weekend!

12/29/2006
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www.tva.gov/environment/reports/laurelmarina

Anne W. Patrick
Holston-Cherokee-Douglas
Watershed Team

423-467-3809

12/29/2006



Dear Anne;

As a commercial and residential developer, 1 firmly support the expansion of Laural
Maring & Yacht Club. I am familiar with the obstacies the public can throw down
when change and growth are imminent. Even the most finely detaled plans that
show the positive effect on the economy and the lifestyle of the region, are epposed
by a few who lack the ability of forward thinking.

"4 new hospital? We don't need it.”

“Exit 7F Who would go alf the way up there?”

i

A Wal-Mart on Volunteer Parlcway? Not in my backyard

Yet today, traffic patterns, demographics and tax revenue all prove that despite the
initial onposition, these are now well-used, and weli-appreciated areas and services.

Just ag these businesses have grown, Dale Thomas has the right to further develop
and expand his business, particularly when he has been so conscientious in the past
and has cartainly taken the high road in addressing the seemingly never ending
issues raised by the pubiic in regard to his expansion plans. The growth of any one
husiness, whether it be in Bristol, Johnson City or Kingsport has a direct impact a
miuch larger metropolitan area. This reglon is only as good as the sum of all of its
parts,

Growth in this region, and amenities such as well-appointed upscale marinas like
Laure], are vital to attracting new residents to cur area. T have seen the interest that
national home buyers have in our area, and it is amagzing. But they wilt only come
here to live, if we have the kinds of things to attract them---the services and
recreational opportunities they are accustomed to having access to in larger urban
areas. And the cycle continues. The more people in the region, the more large
retailers are likely to consider this area as a good place to do business.

On the surface, it may appear that the expansion of Laurel Marina & Yacht Chub s
sust that,..one business looking for growth. In actuality, whether you are a boater, a
fisherman, or a business owner, you will feel the positive effect of this project on our
region for many years.

I am for the expansion of Laure!l Marina, and 1 applaud Dale Thomas for his
commitment and determination during this process. When you put that much of
voursell into a project, vou deserve to see i come to fruition.

s 1033
164 State Street
ristol, TN 37620



P visited Laurel Marina a faw days ago, & was once again reminded of the superd
manner in which this area has been developed over the past several years. A
few months ago, | forwarded a letter of support for Mr. Thomas' proposed
continuation of development, & | really haven't seen anything further on this.
Therefore, | wanted to take an opportunity o once again voice support for this
oroject, especially considering the quality of Mr. Thomas' existing marina,



Dear Ms, Patrick,
Again, | would like to voice my supporl for the Lauret Marina Expansion.

thave kept a boat at Laure! Marina for over 15 vears and have seen Dale Thomas continuously

improve it. | presently keep a non-navigable house boat In Kings Cove and | am looking forward
o his improvements there also,

Pleasa consider this message as a vole for the expansion




bwant to express my support for the proposed Laurel Marina expansion plans. Recreation plays
an imporiant role in the economy of the Tri-Citles area. Expansion of recregtion opporiunities
such as propesed by the Laurel Maring project will enhance job opportunities and revenue, not
anly for the Marina bul for other businesses in the area.

Mr, Thomas and Laurel Marina have made improvements i the past which are not only very
aitractive but have also been very frizndly 1o the nafural environment. it is good 10 see expansion

from someone with 8 very responsible rack record.

Thank you for vour (hopefully positive) consideration of the Laurel Marina expansion proposal,



Anne Patrick,

T am a neighbor to Laurel Mavina and also a customer. Please register my support for the
exnansion for Laure! Marina, Laurel has always operated in a fivst class maner and 'm
sure that will continue, This expansion will benetit the customers and the community.
Thank you for your consideration.




Ms. Ann Patrick
Tannessse Valley Authority

Diear Ms. Patrick:

L would like to express my support for the proposed expansion of Laurel Maring (o mest the future
growth needs of our region’s use of Holston Lake.

| have known Dale Thomas, the owner of Laurel Marina, for many years and | have every
confidence that the plans he has for this portion of Holston Lake will benefit everyone who uses
the fake and he wil protect the environment while increasing access to the recreational use of this
great nalural resourcs,

Sincerely,



Ann, we understand Laurs! Marina is nearing the final stages of the approval
nrocess 1o enable expansion of their marina. This has been a long process. The
management of the manna and the regulatory agencies are to be commended
that all appropriate steps have been taken o evaluate and cansider the impacts
of the proposed action, and have afforded ample opportunity for all interested
parties to offer comment on the proposed action. In parlicular, the management
of the marina is to be commended for making appropriate changes to the
nroposed design to address the concerns expressed by many citizens and
agencies.

F'would like to take this opportunity fo once again lend my support to the
proposed marina expansion. | am acguainted with the operation of the existing
Laural Marina facility and have observed those facilities to be clean, well
managed, and environmentally friendly. The record of the existing marina and
the fact that the proposed action is being advanced by the management of the
existing marina are considered positive indicators that appropriate regard wilf be
given to environmental considerations during the construction and operation of
the new marina expansion.

The marina expansion will result in greater accessibility and use of the wonderful
natural resources of the South Holston impoundment. Unlike some who believe
greater access will harm this resource, | befleve that greater access to this
resource will result in a greater appreciation of its value and a mare concerled
effort to care and manage is beauty for generations 1o come.

The expansion of this marina will reprasent an economic boost to Northeast
Tennessee. This faciity will attract people whe can and wili spend significant
amounis of money in our region. These expenditures will go far beyond the
direct expenditures associated with boals and marina faes, but will also extend to
the broader region as the influx of additional people spend moeney 1o support
gveryday necessities, entertainment, and other commerce,

in summary, | support the proposed action and encourage you o consider these
commentis in the final approval stages.



HMs Ann W. Patrick
106 Tri-Cities Business Fark
Gray, TN 37615

Degr Ms Patrick:

We conbtinue to support the Laurel Marina Expansion as

proposed.

We know that Mr. Thomas will follow TVA Best Management
Guidelines (BMG) =o that our enviromment is protected.

Thig project will have a very positive impact on our region.
I encourage you and the other Faderal Agencleg approve

this applicatlion =8 soon as possible.

Thank you,

Bristol, TN 37620

Tel. L. 7



October 20, 20046

Anne W. Patrick
Holston- Cherokee- Douglas
YWatershed Team
Tennessee Valley Auathority

Re: Laurel Marina
Shady Ford Road
Bristol, TN

Drear Anne,

Holbrook Surveyors continues to support the expansion plans of Laurel Marna & Yacht
Club. In our design of the marina expansion in 1988, we factored m future growth when
designing the existing roadways.

The constructed roadway has a travel way widih of 20 feet. In accordance with the
seometric design standards for rural local road systems located In mountainous lerram
and with the width of surfacing being 20 {eet, The maximum design hourly volume is
200 vehicles. The access road currently services 98 boat slips, 29 houseboat slips, and 55
not-naval boathouses.

The proposed marina expansion will add 181 boat ships and 30 houscboat slips. Per
Marina Staffs observation ol marina use. during days ot highest use approximately 30%
of the boats are used. When all [actors are considered i is belicved the current road
constraction witl serve the marina trattic adequately.




rage { o1 1

1.net]
Sent:  Friday, October 20, 2006 11:41 AM
To: Patrick, Anne W
Subject: South Holston....Laurel Marina Expansion

in yet another proposal to expand the Laurel Marina, the owner has again requested expansion of the number of boat slips
for rental use, as well as filling in a cove for parking to accommodate the increased boat and car traffic. The cove would be
filled by dredging the surrounding cove inside the expanded marina limits,

The public has twice loudly and by large majorities objected to this plan’s earlier incarnations. There is less comment this
time, not because it's a better plan, but because of fatigue and resignation of the public. This is not a victory for the
system....it's a shame.

Why does this plan need to be rehashed? The plan is no more considerate to the resource that is the South Holston

Reservoir. It is still an unnecessary project whose sole beneficiary is the Laurel Marina owner. No real benefit in local
economic conditions will be seen, only degradation of the land and water this project will invade.

The new TVA administrator spoke in August of his goal to look at TVA lands differently than they have been treated in prior
adminisirations:

"1t's kind of like national park land," Sansom said of the 293,000 acres TVA manages in Tennessee and
parts of Kentucky, Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia, North Carolina and Virginia.

"The shareholder for TVA is the federal government, and I think this board understands that we have a
different responsibility to its citizens than some private company,' Sansom said.

it's time for Mr. Sansom to put some action to his words. ...the So Holston reservoir is an example where the public good is
not being served by this expansion.

Since this is the same plan as before (except for some numbers juggling), | suggest the prior commentis be re-
entered to the public record.

11/02/2006



October 19, 2000
To Whom It May Concern:

It appears that the proposed expansion of Laurel Marina will continue regardless of the
public opposition. However because of my love for South Holston Lake and in good
conscious, [ could not by-pass this opportunity to comment.

Even with the modified plan submitted, the impact to the lake and those that use it will
occur regardless of what the “impact studies™ indicate. The impact might not be in water
quality (at least immediately); or in conservation {soil or wildlife). It will however be
impacted by safety concerns of increased boat traffic beyond the capacity of the lake to
adequately handle. This summer has already had two terrible examples of lives lost in
boating accidents on TVA lakes. While no one is immune to this potential, without
question though, increasing the number of boats using this small lake, often by
individuals with little boating experience, will only increase such potential reoccurrences.
Does TVA believe that loss of life has insignificant impact?

While 1 remain opposed this expansion request, seeing the political winds blowing in
opposition to that point of view, I concede to the economic greed which is always at the

bottom of such nature rapes. May you all wallow in what you create.

Sincerely,
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Sent:  Friday, October 20, 2006 2:51 PM
To: Patrick, Anne W
Subject: Opposition to the Laurel Marina Expansion Plan

 Dear Ms. Patrick and the TVA,

~ We are writing to you to voice our opposition to the proposed Laurel Marina expansion plan. We

~ oppose this plan for many reasons including the environmental pollution and loss of water quality it

- would produce, safety issues regarding an increase in already congested boat traffic with a

~ corresponding increased potential for accidents, the loss of public land as well as surface water area,
and serious ecological concerns involving erosion, siltation, shoreline destruction and resulting
alterations in plant and animal habitat.

The discharges, emissions, and noise poliution resulting from the proposed expansion along with
erosion and shore changes associated with the proposed "dredging” of the lake bottom will result in
damaged water quality and produce a visual eyesore in place of the pristine beauty of the Lake and
surrounding National Forrest. Water quality will also suffer as organic contaminants inevitably
increase along with the increased number of boats and users.

Another source of increased pollution which would result from the proposed expansion is additional ol
run off and storm water run off from 196 new parking spaces (to be built over rock and dirt il
essentially paving the surface of the water with asphalt) and from the increased vehicular traffic which
would travel the narrow road which curves along the upper edges of two coves.

Additionally, a frequently cited source of pollution in Tennessee lakes is siltation which is generally
associated with land disturbing activities such as construction and/or dredging. The proposed
expansion will result in destruction and erosion of the entire shoreline of the cove, and this erosion will
be perpetuated beyond the construction phase by the constant waves caused by increased boat
traffic. Since lakes serve as sediment traps, once sediment enters a lake it tends to settie out
ultimately throughout the lake and can alter biological, chemical, and physical properties of water with
a wide range of results including decreased fish populations.

This proposed dredging of the lake shores during the winter season to create a man-made parking lot
in the middle of the lake will alter the natural contour of the land, basically shaving off parts of the
original hilis and mountains that rest below the summer shoreline. Not only is this a desecration of
nature and invitation to years of continued erosion and siltation, but the newly formed sheer cliffs
where gradual slopes once were will limit and in some cases eliminate access to the 1950's era boat
houses that dot the shores of King's Cove. How then will a disabled person access his boat house?
The plans do not inciude having the marina construct stairs down the newly formed steep cliffs, and
even if stairs would conceivably be provided by the marina, a property that was previously wheelchair
accessible will now no longer be so. Denying an individual physical access to his boat house in this
manner would appear to be in direct violation of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Parking lot construction within the Lake boundaries will not only result in a loss of surface water area
but also create visual blight that will block acres of scenic beauty of public land. ltis patently deceptive
to say that no shoreline will be lost when the expansion clearly proposes 1o dredge 80,000 cubic yards
of shoreline exposed when the lake is drawn down. The removal and physical alteration of existing

11/02/2006
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shoreline will result in new erosion patterns as the lake drains and fills which will perpetuate plant and
animal habitat changes as well as impact on elements of lake chemistry such as pH. To say that the
plan proposes to construct "various types of fish habitat structures” to try and mitigate the loss of
shallow water habitat at proposed fill sites is not only ambiguous in content but highly questionable in
efficacy.

in combination, all of the aforementioned destructive effects that would result from the marina
expansion will negatively impact the lake's ecosystem, its water quality, and the fish and wildiife along
with their natural habitat.

We wish to preserve the irreplaceable and unique natural resource of South Holston Lake for future
generations. Please deny this needless and destructive project. If additional boat slips are needed,
dry dock storage systems can easily provide for this with no resulting environmental damage. Please
keep a mind to the future, a future in which beauty and nature and the ability to enjoy these natural
resources are protected and preserved, not lost forever.

Thank you very much,.

11/62/20006



Patrick, Anne W

From: T A P

Sent: Friday, October 20, 2006 5:10 PM
To: Patrick, Anne W

Subject: Laurel Marina

Ms. Patrick,

| visited Laurel Marina a few days ago, & was once again reminded of the superb manner in which this area
has been developed over the past several years. A few months ago, | forwarded a letter of support for Mr.
Thomas' proposed continuation of development, & { really haven't seen anything further on this. Therefore, |
wanted to take an opportunity to once again voice support for this project, especially considering the quality of
Mr. Thomas' existing marina.

My regards,




Appendix E (cont.)

Listing of Participants in September 2005 Tennessee Department of Environment and
Conservation Public Hearing and Commentors on TVA/Corps September 2006 Draft EA

Justin Adams
Tammy Belinsky
Robert Blanton
Michael Boatwright
Sherry Booher
Clifford Britt

Bob Bruce

Jack Butterworth
Ronald Caldwell
Susan Chase

Robert Clemons
Andy Cole

David and Nancy Combs
Walter and Mary Lou
Comerford

Mike Cook

Terry Copenhaver
Anna Cox

Edward Cwirko
Preston Deal

John Dixon

Ashley Dorn

Tom and Susan Faucette
Brock Fleen

Carol Ford

Powell Foster
Sharon Foster

Frank Glasscock
Wayne Goodwin

Bob Gose

Gil Graham

Joe and Paulette Hall
Nathan Hall
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