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and endangered species, significant natural communities, geologic sites, and other
natural features).

6(b) Agency Comment. DCR states that it supports green energy initiatives (renewable
resources) with proper siting criteria.

6(c) Agency Findings. According to the information currently in DCR's files:

o There are many natural heritage resources and conservation sites (table
attached) within the project area.

» Future projects may either overlie or be adjacent to a karst landscape
characterized by sinkholes, caves, disappearing streams and large springs.
Discharge of runoff to sinkholes or sinking streams, filling of sinkholes and
alteration of cave entrances can lead to surface collapse, flooding, erosion and
sedimentation, groundwater contamination and degradation of subterranean
habitat for natural heritage resources.

6(d) State Natural Area Preserves. DCR’s files do not indicate the presence of any
State Natural Area Preserves under the agency’s jurisdiction in the TVA service area.

6(e) Threatened and Endangered Plant and Insect Species. Under a Memorandum
of Agreement established between the Virginia Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services (VDACS) and DCR, DCR has the authority to report for VDACS on
state-listed plant and insect species. L

o Listed plant and insect species are included in the attached table of natural
heritage resources in the TVA area.

¢ VDACS states that several federally- and state-listed endangered and threatened
plant and insect species are known to occur within the TVA Power Service
boundary in Virginia. Suitable habitat to support other listed species also occurs
within the TVA boundary.

6(f) Agency Recommendations. DCR and VDACS have the following
recommendations:

+ Coordinate with DCR DNH to access potential impacts to natural heritage
resources as individual projects are identified.

¢ Since new and updated information is continually added to the Biotics Data
System, contact DCR DNH at (804) 786-7951 for site-specific information.

+ Continue fo evaiuate impacts to natural resources regarding development and
maintenance planning and implementation.

7. Wildlife Resources.

7(a) Agency Jurisdiction. DGIF, as the Commonwealth’s wildlife and freshwater fish
management agency, exercises enforcement and regulatory jurisdiction over wildlife
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and freshwater fish, including state or federally listed endangered or threatened
species, but excluding listed insects (Virginia Code Title 29.1). DGIF is a consulting
agency under the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. sections 661 et
seq.) and provides environmental analysis of projects or permit applications coordinated
through DEQ and several other state and federal agencies. DGIF determines likely
impacts upon fish and wildlife resources and habitat, and recommends appropriate
measures to avoid, reduce or compensate for those impacts.

7(b) Agency Comments.

Overall, DGIF states that it supports energy plans that hope to reduce reliance on
sources of energy resulting in high emissions of air pollutants and other adverse
impacts upon the environment. DGIF also supports consideration of renewable
energy sources and those that result in a reduction of such impacts.

The Tennessee Valley in Virginia is known to support a globally significant
diversity of species which deserves protection and which should be considered
during the development of any energy projects in the region.

DGIF is willing to assist TVA in the review of energy projects to evaluate impacts
upon wildlife, planning for such projects, and integrating the protection of
Virginia's natural resources into energy projects.

7(c) Agency Recommendations.

Closely coordinate and integrate the development of the Integrated Resources
Plan with TVA’s Natural Resources Plan to ensure that TVA's energy projects
meet its goals.

Ensure that planning for the protection of the natural resources in the Tennessee

"Valley is part of the energy development pianning process.

Closely coordinate with DGIF to ensure that any new energy projects or
significant changes or upgrades to existing energy projects located in Virginia, or
which may affect natural resources in Virginia, are protective of the unique
wildlife known from the Tennessee Valley.

Contact DGIF (Amy Ewing at 804-367-2211) for assistance and additional information.

8. Historic Architectural Resources.

8(a) Agency Jurisdiction. The Department of Historic Resources (DHR) conducts
reviews of projects to determine their effect on historic structures or cultural resources
under its jurisdiction. DHR, as the designated State’s Historic Preservation Office,
ensures that federal actions comply with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and its implementing regulation at 36 CFR Part
800. The preservation act requires federal agencies to consider the effects of federal
projects on properties that are listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places. Section 106 also applies if there are any federal involvements, such as
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licenses, permits, approvals or funding. DHR also provides comments to DEQ through
the state environmental impact report review process.

8(b) Agency Comment. DHR states that it will respond directly to the TVA.
9. Geologic and Mineral Resources.

9(a) Agency Jurisdiction. The Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy
(DMME), through its six divisions, regulates the mineral industry, provides mineral
research and offers advice on wise use of resources. The Department's mission is to
enhance the development and conservation of energy and mineral resources in a safe
and environmentally sound manner in order to support a-more productive economy.

9(b) Agency Comment. DMME states that it will not comment on this project.

Additional information about the geology and mineral resources of Virginia is available
on the DMME website at www.dmme.virginia.gov/divisionmineralresources.shtmi.

10. Pollution Prevention. DEQ advocates that principles of poliution prevention be
used in the planning of construction projects. Effective planning will help to ensure that
environmental impacts are minimized. However, pollution prevention techniques also
include decisions related to construction materials, design and operational procedures
that will facilitate the reduction of wastes at the source. The DEQ Office of Pollution
Prevention provides information and technical assistance relating to pollution prevention
techniques. If interested, please contact Sharon Baxter at (804) 698-4344.

11. Local and Regional Comments.

11(a) Jurisdiction. In accordance with the Code of Virginia, Section 15.2-4207,
planning district commissions encourage and facilitate local government cooperation
and state-local cooperation in addressing, on a regional basis, problems of greater than
local significance. The cooperation resulting from this is intended to facilitate the
recognition and analysis of regional opportunities and take account of regional
influences in planning and implementing public policies and services. Planning district
commissions promote the orderly and efficient development of the physical, social and
economic elements of the districts by planning, and encouraging and assisting localities
to plan for the future.

11(b) Comments. The Mount Roger Planning District Commission states that it is in
agreement with TVA's conclusions. However, TVA should include more green
technology in its plans. A large power company like the TVA needs to create more
opportunities to use green power sources, including solar and the recycling of waste
material into energy. Lee County has no comment.

The Lenowisco Planning District Commission, Cumberland Plateau Planning District
Commission, Scott County, Wise County, Russell County, Grayson County, Smyth
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County, Washington County, City of Bristol and Town of Abingdon did not respond to
DEQ’s request for comments.

REGULATORY AND COORDINATION NEEDS FOR FUTURE PROJECTS

1. Surface Waters and Wetlands. Conduct pre-application coordination with all
applicable state agencies, including DEQ (Allen Newman at 276-676-4804) and VMRC
(Justin Worrell at 757-247-8063), that may have jurisdiction over the proposed project.
Contact DEQ SWRO (Allen Newman, Water Permit Manager, at 276-676-4804) for
permit coverage and requirements regarding hydrostatic test discharge water.

2. Subaqueous Lands. Contact VMRC (Justin Worrell at 757-247-8063) for
information on submitting a JPA regarding site-specific projects.

3. Natural Heritage Resources.

e Contact the DCR DNH at (804) 786-7951 for an update on natural heritage
information for site-specific projects.

o Coordinate with DCR DNH at (804) 786-7951 to access potential impacts to
natural heritage resources as individual projects are identified.

4. Protected Species. Closely coordinate with DGIF (Amy Ewing at 804-367-2211) to
ensure that any new energy projects or significant changes or upgrades to existing
energy projects located in Virginia, or which may affect natural resources in Virginia, are
protective of the unique wildlife known from the Tennessee Valley.

5. Site-Specific Reviews.

e DEQ encourages TVA to submit site-specific environmental documents as
required under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the State
Corporation Commission’s laws and regulations. Other state approvals which
may apply to future site-specific projects may not be included in this review. TVA
must ensure that future projects in Virginia are constructed and operated in
accordance with all applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations.

e Site-specific environmental documents should be submitted to the DEQ Office of
Environmental Impact Review (Attention: Ms. Ellie Irons), P.O. Box 1105,
Richmond, VA 23218. Please submit one hard copy for DEQ and each affected
locality and associated planning district commission as well as 16 compact discs
(CDs) with electronic copies or provide a website or FTP site for distribution
during a coordinated review.
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CONCLUSION

Thank you for the opportunity to review the PEIS. We look forward to reviewing future,
site-specific projects located in Virginia as well as those located outside the
Commonwealth with the potential to affect Virginia’s environment and natural resources.
Detailed comments of reviewing agencies are attached for your review. Please contact
me at (804) 698-4325 or Julia Wellman at (804) 698-4326 for clarification of these
comments.

Sincerely,

Ellie L. Irons, Manager
Office of Environmental Impact Review

Enclosures

cc:  Dave Barrett, Mount Rogers PDC
Glen Skinner, Lenowisco PDC
Jim Baldwin, Cumberland Plateau PDC
Mark K. Reeter, Washington County
Dane Poe, Lee County
Rufus Hood, Scott County
Shannon C. Scott, Wise County
James A. Gillespie, Russell County
Jonathan Sweet, Grayson County
Ediwn Whitmore, Smyth County
James F. Rector, City of Bristol
Greg Kelly, Town of Abingdon

ec: Amy Ewing, DGIF
Robbie Rhur, DCR
Keith Tignor, VDACS
Paul Kohler, DEQ ORP
Kotur S. Narasimhan, DEQ OADA
Allen Newman, DEQ SWRO
Roger Kirchen, DHR
David Spears, DMME
Melanie Allen, VDOT
Wayne Smith, SCC
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