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           Public Notice 
 Public Notice No. 06-91       Date:  August 22, 2006 

                                
Nashville District  Application Nos.  2006-01778  
                                                                      2006-01779     Expires:  September 21, 2006 
           ______________________________________________________ 
 

Please address all written responses to: 
   Nashville District Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch 
   3701 Bell Road, Nashville, TN 37214  
                        Attn:  Freddie Bell, Telephone 615/369-7513, Fax 615/369-7501 
 

 
JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE 

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY 

STATE OF ALABAMA  
 

SUBJECT:  Proposed Community Dock Facilities at Tennessee River Mile 380.5, Right 
Bank, and Roseberry Creek Mile 1.0, Right Bank, Guntersville Lake, Jackson County, 
AL   
 
TO ALL CONCERNED: The project described below has been submitted for a 
Department of the Army (DA) permit pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors 
Act of 1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, and approval from the Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA) pursuant to Section 26a of the TVA Act (RLR Nos. 174701 & 
174675) for the work on TVA Tract Nos. XGR-554 & XGR-665. Before a permit can be 
issued, certification must be provided by the Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management (ADEM), pursuant to Section 401(a)(1) of the CWA, that applicable water 
quality standards will not be violated.  By copy of this notice, the applicant hereby 
applies for the required certification. 
 
APPLICANT:  The Promenade and The Oaks Homeowner’s Association Inc. 
                         3528 Darien Highway, Suite 203 
                         Brunswick, Georgia 31520 
 
LOCATION:  Tennessee River Mile 380.5, right bank, and Roseberry Creek Mile 1.0, 
right bank, across from (Goose Pond Island), Guntersville Lake, Jackson County, AL. 
USGS Map: Langston, AL- Lat: 34-34-59, Lon: 86-2-30.  
 
DESCRIPTION:  The proposed work consists of the construction of two community 
dock facilities and a concrete boat launching ramp.  One community dock and concrete 
boat launching ramp will be constructed in the area of the development known as The 
Promenade and one community dock would be constructed in an area of the development 

                known as The Oaks.  The two community dock facilities would together cover  
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approximately 48, 400 square feet and provide 82 covered boat slips.  All facilities would 
be owned and operated by The Promenade and The Oaks Homeowner’s Association, Inc. 

            
1.  The community dock facility and the concrete boat launching ramp in (The 

Promenade Subdivision) would be located in Tobe Hollow Cove along Roseberry Creek, 
adjacent to lots 3, 4, 5 & 6, as shown on Exhibit B.  The facility would consist of three 
docking structures that will accommodate 40 boat slips and would have a total footprint 
area of 1710 square feet.  There would be 320 linear feet of 8’ wide boardwalk 
connecting the three docking structures.  The 30’ wide concrete boat launching ramp and 
associated boarding pier with 2 open slips would be constructed adjacent to the facility, 
as shown on Exhibits B & C.   
 

2.  The community dock facility in (The Oaks Subdivision) would be located in 
Willowy Cove along the Tennessee River, adjacent to lots 192, 193 & 194, as shown on 
Exhibit D.  The facility would have three docking structures that would accommodate 42 
boat slips and would have a total footprint area of 27, 787 square feet. There would be 
320 linear feet of 8’ wide boardwalk connecting the three docking structures.   

 
3.  To provide adequate water depth for the facilities, two areas of dredging would 

be needed.  The first dredging area, located adjacent to the concrete boat launching ramp, 
roughly 75 cubic yards of material would be dredged.  The second area of dredging, 
located adjacent to the community dock facility in The Oaks Subdivision, roughly 278 
cubic yards of material would be dredged.  All spoil material removed during dredging 
will be placed outside the 100 year flood plain and above TVA flood risk profile 
Elevation 597.0.   
 
Plans of the proposed work are attached to this notice. 
 
The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable 
impacts including cumulative impacts of the activity on the public interest.  That decision 
will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important 
resources.   
The benefit, which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the work, must be 
balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors, which may be 
relevant to the work, will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among 
those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, 
cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, 
navigation, shore erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water 
quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of 
property ownership, and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  In addition, the 
evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will include application of 
the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, 
under authority of Section 404(b)(1) of the CWA (40 CFR Part 230).  A permit will be 
granted unless the District Engineer determines it to be contrary to the public interest. 
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The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; federal, state, and local 
agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and 
evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be 
considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, 
or deny a permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to assess  
impacts on endangered species, historical properties, water quality, general 
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are 
used in the  
preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA) and/or an Environmental Impact 
Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used 
to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of 
the proposed activity.   
 
An EA will be prepared by this office prior to a final decision concerning issuance or 
denial of the requested DA Permit. 
 
The National Register of Historic Places has been consulted and no properties listed in or 
eligible for the National Register are known which would be affected by the proposed 
work.  This review constitutes the full extent of cultural resources investigations unless 
comment to this notice is received documenting that significant sites or properties exist 
which may be affected by this work, or that adequately documents that a potential exists 
for the location of significant sites or properties within the permit area.  Copies of this 
notice are being sent to the office of the State Historic Preservation Officer. 
 
Based on available information, the proposed work will not destroy or endanger any 
federally listed threatened or endangered species or their critical habitats, as identified  
under the Endangered Species Act, and, therefore, initiation of formal consultation 
procedures with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is not planned at this time. 
 
In addition to the DA and TVA permits, and water quality certification, other federal, 
state, and/or local approvals may be required for the proposed work.  
 
Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, 
that a public hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for hearings shall 
state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a hearing.  Written statements received in 
this office on or before September 21, 2006, will become a part of the record and will be 
considered in the determination.  Any response to this notice should be directed to the 
Regulatory Branch, Attn:  Freddie Bell, at the above address, telephone (615) 369-7513.   
It is not necessary to comment separately to TVA or the state, since copies of all 
comments will be sent to those agencies and will become part of their record on the 
proposal.  Point of contact at TVA is Travis C. Perry or Alisha Mulkey, (256) 571-4280, 
Guntersville, Alabama.   
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                                         Guntersville Reservoir Monitoring 
 
TVA began a program to systematically monitor the ecological conditions of its reservoirs in 
1990; however, data from the Reservoir Fish Assemblage Index (RFAI) records on Guntersville 
Reservoir begin in 2000.  Before 1990, reservoir studies were confined to site-specific 
assessments made to meet specific needs as they arose.  Reservoir (and stream) monitoring 
programs were combined with TVA’s fish tissue and bacteriological studies to form an 
integrated Vital Signs Monitoring Program.  Vital signs monitoring activities focus on 
(1) physical/chemical characteristics of waters; (2) physical/chemical characteristics of 
sediments; (3) benthic macro-invertebrate community sampling; and (4) fish assemblage 
sampling.   
 
Benthic macroinvertebrates are included in aquatic monitoring programs because of their 
importance to the aquatic food chain and because they have limited capability of movement, 
thereby preventing them from avoiding undesirable conditions.  Sampling and data analysis 
were based on seven parameters that include species diversity, presence of selected taxa that 
are indicative of good water quality, occurrence of long-lived organisms, total abundance of all 
organisms except those indicative of poor water quality, proportion of total abundance 
comprised by pollution-tolerant oligochaetes, proportion of total abundance comprised by the 
two most abundant taxa, and proportion of samples with no organisms present.  Areas sampled 
on Guntersville Reservoir near Goose Pond Island included the forebay (area of the reservoir 
nearest the dam), and a midreservoir transition station in the vicinity of Tennessee River Mile 
(TRM) 375.2.  With the exception of the forebay in 2000, neither of the monitoring sites received 
a benthic community rating worse than “good” for the five years during which benthic samples 
were taken (Table 1).  Presumably, areas around Goose Pond Island would score similarly 
considering the lack of disturbance that has occurred over the past 11 years. 
   

Table 1. Recent (1996-2004) Benthic Community Scores* Collected as Part 
of the Vital Signs Monitoring Program in the Vicinity of Goose 
Pond Island, Guntersville Reservoir 

 
Station River Mile 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 
Forebay TRM 350 35 35 23 25 35 
Midreservoir  TRM 375.2 33 33 31 33 29 

 
*Benthic Community Score  7-12 13-18 19-23 24-29  30-35 
  Community Condition Very Poor  Poor  Fair Good Excellent 

 
The Reservoir Vital Signs Monitoring Program has also included fish sampling on Guntersville 
Reservoir biennially from 2000 until 2006.  Fish are included in aquatic monitoring programs 
because they are important to the aquatic food chain and because they have a long life cycle, 
which allows them to reflect water quality conditions over time.  Fish are also important to the 
public for aesthetic, recreational, and commercial reasons.  Ratings are based primarily on fish 
community structure and function using a metric known as the Reservoir Fish Assemblage 
Index (RFAI).  Also considered in the rating is the percentage of the sample represented by 
omnivore and insectivores, overall number or fish collected, and the occurrence of fish with 
anomalies such as diseases, lesions, parasites, deformities, etc. (TVA 1999).   The fish 
community in Guntersville Reservoir has consistently rated in the “fair” to “good” range at both 
the forebay and the midreservoir sampling stations (Table 2). 
 



 
 
 
 

Table 2. Recent (2000-2006) RFAI Scores* Collected as Part of the Vital 
Signs Monitoring Program in the Vicinity of Goose Pond Island, 
Guntersville Reservoir 

           
Station River Mile 2000 2002 2004 2006 
Forebay TRM 350 42 36 41 44 
Midreservoir TRM 375.2 41 34 33 36 

 
* RFAI Score  12-21 22-31 32-40 41-50  51-60 
 Community Condition Very Poor  Poor  Fair Good Excellent 

 
 
A Sport Fishing Index (SFI) has been developed to measure sport fishing quality for various 
species in Tennessee and Cumberland Valley reservoirs.  The SFI is based on the results of 
fish population sampling by TVA and state resource agencies and, when available, results of 
angler success as measured by state resource agencies (i.e., bass tournament results and creel 
surveys).  Guntersville Reservoir provides some opportunities for sport anglers, particularly 
those interested in black bass (Hickman 1999).  In 2005, Guntersville Reservoir rated above 
average for crappie and spotted bass and above average for the overall SFI score (Table 3).   
 
 

Table 3. SFI Scores for Selected Sport Fish Species in 
Guntersville Reservoir, 2005 

 

Fish Species  2005 Score 2005 
Valleywide Average 

Black Bass 42 34 
Black Crappie 36 33 
Largemouth Bass 32 34 
Spotted Bass 32 30 

 

Data on the fish species collected have been published or posted on the Internet for all samples 
taken between 2000 and 2004.  However, the numbers of each species collected are available 
from 2000 to 2006.  In total, there were 44 species collected from Guntersville Reservoir 
between 2000 and 2006.  Table 4 lists the 44 species collected from Guntersville Reservoir as 
well as sample sizes for years that such data are available. 
 



Table 4. Fish Species Collected From Electrofishing and Gill Netting Samples at Two Sites (TRM 
350 and TRM 375.2) in the Vicinity of Goose Pond Island, Guntersville Reservoir, From 
2000 to 2006 

 
2000 2002 2004 2006 

Common Name Scientific Name TRM 
350 

TRM 
375.2 

TRM 
350 

TRM 
375.2 

TRM 
350 

TRM 
375.2 

TRM 
350 

TRM 
375.2 

Black Buffalo Ictiobus niger -- -- -- -- X -- -- -- 
Black Crappie Pomoxis nigromaculatus -- X X X X X X X 
Blackstripe 
Topminnow Fundulusnotatus -- -- X -- -- -- -- X 

Blue Catfish Ictalurus furcatus X -- X -- -- X X X 
Bluegill Lepomis macrochirus X X X X X X X X 
Bowfin Amia calva -- -- -- -- -- X -- X 
Brook Silverside Pimephales notatus X -- -- -- X -- -- -- 
Channel Catfish Ictalurus punctatus X X X X X X X X 
Common Carp Cyprinus carpio X X X X X X X X 
Emerald Shiner Notropis atherinoides -- X -- X X X -- -- 
Flathead Catfish Polydictis olivaris X  X X X X X X 
Freshwater Drum Aplodinotus grunniens X X X X X X X X 
Gizzard Shad Dorosoma cepedianum X X X X X X X X 
Golden Redhorse Moxostoma erythrurum -- -- -- -- -- -- X X 
Golden Shiner Notemigamus crysoleucas -- -- -- X X X -- -- 
Grass Carp Ctenopharyngodon idella -- -- -- X -- -- -- -- 
Green Sunfish Lepomis cyanellus -- -- -- -- -- -- X -- 
Hybrid Shad Dorosoma sp. -- -- X -- -- -- X -- 
Hybrid Stripe x Morone sp. X -- X X -- -- -- -- 
Hybrid Sunfish Lepomis sp. -- -- X X -- -- -- -- 
Inland Silverside Menidia beryllina -- -- -- -- X X X X 
Largemouth Bass Micropterus salmoides X X -- -- X X X X 
Logperch Percina caprodes X -- X X X X X -- 
Longear Sunfish Esox masquinongy X -- X -- X -- X -- 
Longnose Gar Lepisosteus osseus -- X -- X -- -- -- -- 
Northern Hog Hypentelium nigricans -- -- -- -- -- -- X -- 
Redbreast Sunfish Lepomis auritus -- X X X X X X X 
Redear Sunfish Lepomis microlophus X X X X X X X X 
Sauger Carpiodes carpio X X X X X X X X 
Skipjack Herring Moxostoma carinatum X X X X X  X X 
Smallmouth Bass Ambloplites rupestris X -- X -- -- -- -- -- 
Smallmouth Buffalo Notropis photogensis -- -- X -- X X X -- 
Spotted Bass Cyprinella spiloptera X X X -- -- X X X 
Spotted Gar Lepisosteus oculatus X X X X X X X X 
Spotted Sucker Minytrema melanops -- -- X -- -- -- X -- 
Striped Bass Morone saxatilis -- -- -- -- -- -- X -- 
Threadfin Shad Dorosoma petenense X X X X X X X X 
Walleye Sander vitreus X -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Warmouth Lepomis gulosus -- -- X -- X -- X X 
White Bass Morone chrysops -- -- X X -- -- X X 
White Crappie Pomoxis annularis X -- -- -- X -- -- -- 
Yellow Bass Morone mississippiensis X X X X X X X X 
Yellow Bullhead Ameiurus natalis  -- -- X -- -- -- X -- 
Yellow Perch Perca flavescens  X X X -- X X X -- 



Literature Cited 
 
Hickman, G. D.  1999.  Sport Fishing Index  (SFI) - A Method to Quantify Sport Fishing Quality.  

Norris:  Tennessee Valley Authority, Resource Stewardship.  Unpublished report.   
 
Tennessee Valley Authority.  1999.  Aquatic Ecological Health Determinations for TVA 

Reservoirs -1998.  An Informal Summary of 1998 Vital Signs Monitoring Results and 
Ecological Health Determination Methods.  Primary Authors/Editors D. L. Dycus, D. L. 
Meinert, and T. F. Baker.  Chattanooga:  TVA Water Management.   

 
 




