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APPENDIX E - LETTERS RECEIVED FROM AGENCIES 
 



September 19, 2005 
 
 
Ms. Stacye Hathorn 
Alabama Historical Commission 
468 S. Perry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama  36130-0900 
 
Dear Ms. Hathorn: 
 
TVA, PROPOSED COMMERCIAL RECREATION EASEMENT, WHEELER RESERVOIR, 
LAUDERDALE COUNTY, ALABAMA 
 
The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) proposes to approve a recreation easement and grant a 
26a permit for recreational facilities on TVA Tract XWR-21PT (approximately 91 acres) on the 
Elk River (RM 2) on the Wheeler Reservoir in Lauderdale County, Alabama.  The applicant 
proposes to construct a recreation and resort area to be under a long term easement agreement 
with TVA.  The marina would include parking areas, boat slips, fishing piers; dry boat storage 
facilities, RV park, nature trails, camping areas, cabins, a store, and a restaurant (see enclosed 
Figures). 
 
TVA has determined the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for this project to be the 91 acres 
proposed for the easement.  All proposed facilities will be located within this APE. 
 
TVA conducted a Phase I Archaeological survey of the 91 acre tract.  Please find enclosed a 
copy of the report titled Archaeological Survey of a 91-Acre Tract Proposed as a Commercial 
Recreation Easement in Lauderdale County, Alabama.  TVA has reviewed the report and 
agrees with the author’s findings and recommendations regarding sites 1LU681 and 1LU682.  
TVA has determined that these sites fail to meet the criteria of eligibility for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  TVA finds that the proposed easement and permit will have 
no effect on historic properties.   
 
Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations 
at 36 CFR § 800, we are seeking your concurrence with our definition of the APE and that no 
historic properties will be affected by the proposed undertaking.  Should you have any questions or 
comments, please contact Erin Pritchard at 865/632-2463 or eepritchard@tva.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
J. Bennett Graham, Manager 
Cultural Resources 
 
Enclosures 
Cc:  Helen G. Rucker, WT 9B-K 
        Debbie L. Rutherford, SB 1H-M 
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Tennessee Valley Authority, 400 West Summit Hill Drive, Knoxville, Tennessee 37902-1401 
 
October 3, 2005 
 
 
 
Ms. Elizabeth Brown 
Alabama Historical Commission 
468 S. Perry Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 
 
Dear Ms. Brown: 
 
ELK RIVER RESORT, LLC - PROPOSED COMMERCIAL RECREATION EASEMENT, 
WHEELER RESERVOIR, LAUDERDALE COUNTY, ALABAMA 
 
The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) proposes to approve a recreation easement and 
grant a 26a permit for recreational facilities on TVA Tract XWR-21PT (approximately 91 
acres) on the Elk River (RM 2) on the Wheeler Reservoir in Lauderdale County, 
Alabama.  The applicant proposes to construct a recreation and resort area to be under 
a long term easement agreement with TVA.  The marina would include parking areas, 
boat slips, fishing piers; dry boat storage facilities, a RV park, nature trails, camping 
areas, cabins, a store, and a restaurant. 
 
On September 19, 2005, the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) requested your 
concurrence on its definition of the Area of Potential Effect (APE) and determination 
that no historic properties will be affected by the proposed undertaking.  TVA has 
determined the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for this project to be the 91 acres 
proposed for the easement.  All proposed facilities will be located within this APE.  TVA 
conducted a Phase I Archaeological survey of the 91 acre tract and submitted a report 
for your review.  TVA has determined that the proposed easement and permit will have 
no effect on historic properties.  
 
On October 4, 2005, TVA received a copy of your September 29, 2005, letter 
responding to the Corps of Engineers Public Notice No. AL-05-70 (AHC 2005-1461).  
TVA will be addressing the concerns raised in the following weeks and will coordinate 
with your office.  
 
TVA has completed its Draft Environmental Assessment for the project and is attaching 
it for your review and comment.  We would appreciate receipt of your comments on the  
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draft EA by November 7, 2005.  Should you have any questions or comments, please 
contact Helen Rucker at 865/632-6506 or Erin Pritchard at 865/632-2463 or 
eepritchard@tva.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original signed by 
 
Jon M. Loney, Manager 
NEPA Administration 
Environmental Policy and Planning 
 
HGR:TMH 
Enclosures 
cc: W. Buchanan, SB 1H-M 
 E. Pritchard, WT 11D-K 
 D. L. Rutherford, SB 1H-M 
 EDMS, SP 1D-C 
 
 Ms. Stayce Hathorn 
 Alabama Historical Commission 
 468 S. Perry Street 
 Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 
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February 15, 2006 
 
 
Ms. Stacye Hathorn 
Alabama Historical Commission 
468 S. Perry St. 
Montgomery, Alabama  36130-0900 
 
Dear Ms. Hathorn: 
 
TVA, PROPOSED COMMERCIAL RECREATION EASEMENT, AHC 2005-1461 AND AHC 
2005-1547, TVA PROJECT 2005-112, WHEELER RESERVOIR, LAUDERDALE COUNTY 
 
As you are aware, the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) proposes to approve a recreation 
easement and grant a 26a permit for recreational facilities on TVA Tract XWR-21PT 
(approximately 91 acres) on the Elk River (RM 2) on the Wheeler Reservoir in Lauderdale 
County, Alabama.  Previous consultation was conducted with your office by reference of the 
above project numbers.   
 
Due to public concern regarding the proposed dredge, TVA agreed to conduct an additional 
shoreline survey to confirm that no archaeological resources are located below summer pool in 
the location of the proposed dredge activity.  This survey was conducted on December 21, 2005.  
Reservoir elevations were at minimum winter pool (approximately 551 msl).  No evidence of 
archaeological resources was identified.  In addition, it was noted that the area where the 
proposed dredge is to occur has experienced extensive erosion.  While the extent of the dredge 
area was not evaluated (due to water levels), TVA finds that the shoreline assessment was 
adequate for identifying the potential for sites in this location.  This determination was also made 
by considering the topography in this location, the distance to the nearest original water source 
(greater than 1000 feet from original Elk River channel), and erosion conditions of the shoreline. 
 
Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing 
regulations at 36 CFR § 800, we are seeking your concurrence with our findings.  Should you 
have any questions or comments, please contact Erin Pritchard at 865/632-2463 or 
eepritchard@tva.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
J. Bennett Graham 
Manager 
Cultural Resources 
 
ENCLOSURES 
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