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ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Design Bureau
1408 Coliseumn Boulevard, Monigomery, Alabama 36110
P. 0. Box 303050, Montgomery, Alabama 36130-3050
Phone: 334-242-6178 FAX: 334-269-0826

Bob Riley | Joe Mcinnes
Governor 7 Transportation Director

March 12, 2003

Ms. Elizabeth Brown, Deputy
State Historic Preservation Officer
Alabama Historical Commission
468 South Perry Street
Montgomery, AL 36130

Re: Cultural Resource Survey Report, Reevaluation
ALDOT Project: #MOAQ-0074 (9) only/AHC #98-0455
Road Widening and Additional Improvements on SR 53
The Segment from Rideout to J eff Roads
Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama -

Dear Ms. Brown:

Please find enclosed two copies of the above referenced report. As detailed in the report, ..
submitted by the Office of Archaeological Research (QAR), University of Alabama,

supplemental Phase 1 archaeological survey work was completed for two separate portions

of the proposed right of way along SR 53 to facilitate the current reevatuation of this

highway widening project. Survey Area #1 is the additional reconnaissance and shovel

testing along Douglas Road to test for possible for a possible extension of the nearby
archaeological site, 1Ma672. No cultural resources were recovered. Survey #2, at the

Burwell Cave site, several archaeologists entered the cave and visually inspected the walls,
ceiling and floor of the accessible areas. Again, no prehistoric material or features were

noted.

Also included is the documentation by OAR describing the Phase II testing of one
archaeological resource, 1Ma672. After excavating 32 shovel tests and 4 Ix1 m units, no
subsurface features, artifact concentrations or specific diagnostic materials were recovered.
Based on the overall lack of cultural or temporal association, it is the offered evaluation
that site 1Ma672 is ineligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

We request your review and concurrence that the proposed highway widening on SR 33
from Rideout Road to Jeff Road, on the northwest edge of Huntsville in Madison County
will have no effect on any cultural resource on ot cligible for the National Register. As per
36 CFR part 800, we understand that if, after 30 days, our office has not received a



ALDOT #MOAO-0074 (9)/AHC #98-0455 Page 2

response to this information we will assume your agency has no objections and proceed
with the project. We appreciate any and all efforts to assist us in expediting this project. If
you have any questions please feel free to call Lee Luis of our staff at 242-6225.

Sincerely,

Don T. Arkle, Chief
Design Bureau

15 Alfedo Acoff, Coordinator
Environmental Technical Section
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