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Appendix B – Comments Received on the Draft Environmental 
Assessment and TVA’s Responses to Those Comments 
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Response: 
TWRA’s preference for Alternative B is noted.  Under Alternative D (the preferred 
alternative), a suspension bridge would be constructed.  This design would avoid the need 
for piers or any other instream disturbance.  Thus, there would be minimal impacts to 
aquatic life and no need to relocate mussels under Alternative D. 
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Response: 
Additional vicinity maps have been provided in the final EA.  A site further downstream was 
considered infeasible because it would involve foot traffic on the island, which is private 
property and not part of the refuge.  The TVA Natural Heritage database was accessed to 
identify known occurrences of threatened and endangered species within a 5-mile radius of 
the proposed project site and 10 miles upstream and downstream of the proposed bridge 
site.  A mussel survey was conducted, and divers searched for snail darters during this 
survey.  Correspondence from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Tennessee 
Department of Environment and Conservation, and the Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency has been included in the final EA.  Because the implementation of the preferred 
alternative, a suspension bridge, would not result in the placement of piers or other 
structures in the water, TVA has determined that the proposed action is not likely to 
adversely affect federally listed threatened or endangered species.  The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service concurred with this determination.  Preparation of a Biological Assessment 
is not necessary.  Precautions would be taken during construction to prevent unwanted 
material from entering the water. 
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Response: 
The need for the applicant to secure an ARAP is noted.  The preferred alternative involves 
the construction of a suspension bridge.  This design does not require the placement of 
piers in the river, and potential impacts to aquatic life would be avoided.  The applicant will 
secure a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit if necessary. 
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Response: 
The applicant’s revised bridge design, a suspension bridge, was developed in response to 
concerns about potential effects to listed aquatic species and to aquatic life in general.  The 
new design as described as Alternative D in the final EA involves the construction of a 
suspension bridge.  This design does not require the placement of piers in the river, and 
potential adverse effects to aquatic life would be avoided.  Additional informal consultation 
has been undertaken, and USFWS has concurred with TVA’s “not likely to adversely affect” 
determination (see Appendix A, letter of July 22, 2009, from Mary Jennings). 
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Response: 
The comment is noted. 
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Response: 
The analysis of potential effects to the French Broad with respect to its status as an NRI 
stream has been expanded in the final EA. 
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Commenter:  Patrick Rakes, Knoxville, Tennessee 

 

Response: 
Measures to avoid adverse effects are described in the final EA.  TVA is aware of an eagle 
nest near the proposed bridge.  However, because of the distance from the nest to the 
proposed bridge site, no adverse effects to the eagles are anticipated.  Please note that an 
additional alternative involving construction of a suspension bridge spanning the river has 
been evaluated in the final environmental assessment. 

Commenter:  Patrick Rakes, Knoxville, Tennessee 

 
Response: 
The comment is noted.  The selection of cofferdam design and its construction are the 
responsibility of the contractor selected by the Public Building Authority. 
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