
Biotech Leaders Are Discovering
The Tennessee Valley
Building a better future

There’s no place else on earth that offers such a unique
combination of ongoing biotechnology activity, research
and commercial assets, and a great quality of life.

The Place
The central location of the Tennessee Valley has
always provided an undisputed advantage. More
than 75 percent of the United States population 
is located within a one-day drive. In fact, 11 
interstate highways crisscross the Valley, so no 
community is more than 75 miles away from a
major roadway. Hundreds of trucking companies
serve the Valley, as do all Class 1 railroad 
companies in the U.S. 

More than 10 different barge lines float millions of tons of cargo to inland and 
seaside docks using the Mississippi, Tennessee, and Cumberland rivers and the
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway. Twelve commercial airports provide multiple
national and international route options for air freight, and the Memphis 
International Airport, headquarters of FedEx, is the world’s busiest cargo airport.  

The People
A population of 8.3 million people in the Valley ensures the availability of very 
well-regarded workers for virtually any operation. Seventy colleges and universities 
and 17 technical schools and technology centers provide a continuing source of highly
skilled workers. In addition, major research hospitals such as St. Jude, Vanderbilt, 
and Baptist make invaluable contributions to the biotech community.

The Players
You’ll be in good company. These industry leaders already have facilities in the Valley:
• Abbott Laboratories • Accredo Health • Amersham Medi-Physics • Atom Sciences 
• AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals • Baxter Healthcare Corporation • Bioventures Inc. 
• Caremark • Cell Genesys • Custom Biologics Inc. • DuCoa • Edge Biologicals 
• Genaco Biomedical Products • Geneva Pharmaceuticals • GlaxoSmithKline 
• Greystone Medical Group • Johnson & Johnson • King Pharmaceuticals 
• Letco Distributors • Medtronic Sofamor Danek • Monarch Pharmaceuticals Inc. 
• Nova Factor • Oak Ridge National Laboratory • Pfizer Inc. • Research Genetics 
• Vintage Pharmaceuticals • Viral Antigens • Wilson Pharmacy Inc.
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Contact Information
TVA Economic Development
P.O. Box 292409
OCP 2A
Nashville, TN  37229-2409
www.tva.com/econdev
615-232-6225

The Power
Electricity is produced by the Tennessee Valley Authority, one of the nation’s largest and
most dependable power systems. TVA’s forward-looking approach to expanding and
upgrading its transmission system has led to all-time record reliability of 99.999 percent
for the past four years.  

The Way of Life
Cost
The cost of living is modest: housing costs are generally lower, energy costs are less, and
commuting times are shorter in the Tennessee Valley compared with other major regions
of the country.

Fun
Water, land, and music provide the backdrop for a host of recreational options from
water skiing and sailing to snow skiing and mountain climbing. There’s opera and the
Grand Ole Opry, and all manner of music-making in between.

Landscape
For the eye, the Tennessee Valley offers beautiful mountain vistas, green valleys, and
hazy plains in a region that stretches from the Appalachian Mountains to the lazy
Mississippi Delta. It’s breathtaking.

The Support
For the present . . .
When you come to the Valley, we consider you a lifelong partner and a valued member
of the business community. We offer you continuing support as your company grows
and evolves over time. We’ve been doing this for more than 70 years, and we know 
that the real value of business support comes long after the ribbon-cutting photos 
have faded away.

. . . and beyond
TVA, the distributors of TVA power, and our network of business development partners
will be there for you with technical support, market and economic data, rate design 
and pricing incentives, expert advice on energy use and industrial process improvement,
and all the services you expect from your economic development service providers.

 




